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(54) Mercury-free metal halide discharge lamp, lighting device for such a lamp, and illuminating 
apparatus using such a lamp 


(57) Disclosed is a metal halide discharge lamp 
which essentially permits disusing mercury. The metal 
halide discharge lamp comprises a refractory and trans- 
parent hermetic vessel (1), a pair of electrodes (2) fixed 
to the hermetic vessel, and a discharge medium sealed 
in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide, a 
second halide and a rare gas, the first halide being a 


halide of a metal which achieves a desired light emis- 
sion, the second halide having a relatively high vapor 
pressure, being at least one halide of a metal which is 
unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of 
the first halide, and acting as a buffer gas. 
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and I^T* 56 ? " Wenti ° n re ' ateS t0 3 meta ' halide dischar 9 e ,amp - a 'ight-ng device for a metal halide discharge lamp 
and an illuminating apparatus using a metal halide discharge lamp. ^.wge ramp, 

^h^f 1 ? 3 " 016 discha : g f ! amp ^"Prises a light-emitting tube provided with a pair of electrodes arranged to face 

metal hal.de discharge lamp. The discharge lamp of the particular construction exhibits a relatively high efficiency and 
high color rendering properties and, thus, is used widely. • emaency ana 

halid^^of ^ diSCh ^ 9G ' amP is dassi,ied into a sh °rt *c type and a long arc type. The short arc type metal 

^SSS^^^^,;^^ a : a liquid crystel projector in ^ Iight rays emitted from > 

collected so as to be projected onto a screen, and an overhead projector, and is also used for illumination of shoos in 
he form of down light and spot light. Also, a small short arc type metal halide discharge lamp has come to b»ES in 
recent years as a headlamp of a vehicle in place of a halogen lamp 

abJ! p d j!^ l ? d ?' ^ eXamP ' 6, Japanese Pa,ent Disclosure (Kokai) No. 2-7347, it is absolutely necessary to seal 
about 2 to 15 mg of mercury in a metal halide discharge lamp used as a headlamp of a vehicle 

nnt SI t 0t r e L hand ' ^ apanese Patent Disclosure No. 3-1 12045 discloses a metal halide discharge lamp which does 
not necessitate the sealing of mercury. In this prior art, a rare gas such as helium or neon is sealed ir ^lamo at^ 
pressure of 100 to 300 Torr in place of mercury so as to obtain a desired lamp voltage. Since *e atom of lacn oTSiese 

20 fi 9 Sma " ra ? US ' ^ rar€ 995 P6rmeateS thr ° U9h 3 quartz 9 las ^ and - heVmelcriero^ 

20 is formed of a transparent ceramic material. ^ 

^On the other hand, the long arc type metal halide discharge lamp is used mainly for the general illumination pur- 
S!U a 5 P ?L T '"ummaton equ.pment for roads. Further, a metal halide discharge lamp which generates 

« »^J^^i7S^" photo - settin9 synthetic resin or ink m - hal *° d -~" 

• In any of the short arc type and long arc type metal halide discharge lamps which have been put to oractical 

ZS. h' ".'Iff 50 '^ neCeSSary 10 USe merCUry ' b6CauSe ' in *• ^tal halide discharge VaZ^u^^o 
obtain a desired lamp voltage so as to maintain satisfactory electric properties p. mercury serves to 

~hJ°* ^J™™ ! 1 PeCifiC ' wnere - for example, the lamp voltage is unduly low. the lamp current must be increased in 
tSTJT^ ' amP T"* •* Case ' Prob,ems are b ™<*« that the current e£5£££££ 
in the related fadrtiesj such as the lighting device, illuminating device and wiring. Also increased^ the heat generaTon 

effioi.? t ^ and> T thS ' amP CUrrent iS mdu,y hi 9 h - *» electrode loss is increased, leading ?o a lo^tmp 
efficiency To be more specific, the electrode drop of the metal halide discharge lamp is constant for each teZ XTa 

hTrs^^^ 

Z^rtof^V mC r S ? PrOPOrti ° n to the lamp current so as to lowe ' lamp efficiency, 
tn JSZTl ' S 9enera " y advanta 9eous in a discharge lamp to set the lamp voltage aTa value as close 

to the inp^tage of the lamp as possible, i.e.. as high as possible, as far as the arc do2 hot dLppea? 

Let us describe the reason why the mercury sealing was required in the conventional metal halidE discharae lamo 
while givmg consideration to the lamp voltage with reference to FIG. i . As shown in the dravTg ^amplwSS 
hermetic vessel 11. a pair of electrodes 2, 2, and lead wires 3. 3. The lamp voltage V1 Jhich ^ den^sTh7vo!?ae 
between the lead wires 3. 3 when the metal ha. We discharge lamp is lit. can be represented by £ 2 


30 


35 


40 


V1 = E x L + Vd {1) 

45 electrc^ 

The potential inclination degree E of the plasma can be represented by formula (2) given below: 
so .' , . E=l/2nfardr ! . . (2) 

r ic a J"? 6 ' 6 ' '1 3 ' amP ° Urrent ° iS ah el6Ctrical cond "<*«ty of the plasma, which is a function of temperature T and 
r is a distance of an opt.onal point from the center in the radial direction temperature I. and 

If a substance A is supposed to be present within the discharge space during the lighting of the metal halide dis 
charge lamp, the electrical conductivity a of the substance A at temperature T is given by formula (3) EE: 

a = C • N E /(T 1/2 • (N A • Q)) .... (3) 


55 


where C is a constant. N E is an electron density, N A is a density of the substance A, and Q i! 


is a cross section of 
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impingement of the electron against the substance A. 

As apparent from formula (1), the lamp voltage V1 is increased with increase in the potential inclination degree E 
and with increase in the distance L between the electrodes. Qn the other hand, formula (2) indicates that the potential 
inclination degree E is increased with decrease in theelectrical conductivity a and-with increase in the lamp current I. 

5 Further, formula (3)-indicates that the electrical conductivity cr is decreased with decrease in the electron density N E and 
with increase in the density N A of the substance A and in the impinging, cross section Q. It follows that, where the dis- 
tance L between the electrodes and the lamp current I are set constant, the conditions of the substance A, under which 
the lamp voltage V1 is increased, are that the substance A is unlikely to be ionized to diminish the value N E , that the 
substance A has a high density within the lamp to increase the value N^, and that substance A has a large cross section 

w Q of the electron impingement * . . . . . : 

It should be noted that mercury has a very high vapor pressure, i.e., 1 atmosphere at361°C, is unlikely to be ion- 
ized, and has a large cross section of the electron impingement. It follows that a desired lamp voltage can be easily 
obtained by controlling the sealing amount of mercury in accordance with the size of the lamp. In other words, mercury 
is sealed in the conventional metal halide discharge lamp because a desired lamp voltage can be obtained easily. 

is It should be noted in this connection that, in the case of a metal halide discharge lamp, it is. necessary to set the 
mercury vapor pressure higher with miniaturization of the lamp in which the distance L between the electrodes is short- 
ened in order to ensure a desired lamp voltage. For example,, in a small short arc type metal halide discharge lamp 
whose light-emitting tube has an inner volume of 1*cc or less, the mercury vapor pressure during lighting of the lamp is 
as high as at least 20, atmospheres. • ? • r; * . 

20 Let us describe the problems which are brought about where mercury is sealed in a metal halide discharge lamp 
and the problems which are brought about where mercury is not- sealed in the conventional metal halide discharge 

lamp. . ' ■ v: • ... , v. ,. ... . ' - t - ; , : ;- 

Problems Brought about bv Mercury Sealing : v .* * , - 

Air pollution and water contamination problems attract worldwide attentions nowadays: Since mercury is harmful to 
the health of the human being, it is naturally desirable to decrease the amount of mercury used or not to use mercury 
at all in the field of illumination. In other words, the greatest problem inherent in the conventional metal halide discharge 
lamp is that mercury is sealed in the lamp. 
30 In addition, many problems remain unsolved when it comes to the metal halide discharge lamp in which mercury is 
sealed for obtaining a desired jamp voltage, as pointed out below; ; 

1. Poor in Rising of Spectral Characteristics in the Start-up Time: ; * r 

35 Where a metal halide discharge lamp is used in the headlamp of a vehiclej required is the instant rising of the light 
flux. To meet this requirement, employed is a lighting system in which xenon is sealed as a starting gas at a high pres- 
sure, and a large current is allowed to flow in. the initial period of the lighting, followed by gradually decreasing the cur- 
rent with time.: It is certainly possible to achieve the instant rising of light flux in this fashion. However, since mercury is 
rapidly evaporated in the switch-on time, mercury takes much energy so as to cause delay in the rising of the vapor 

40 . pressure of a Jight-emitting metal. It follows that mercury continues to emit light of high intensity for 10 to 20 seconds. It 
should be noted that the light emitted from mercury, is poor in color characteristics and in color rendering, properties. 
Also, the chromaticity of the light emitted from mercury fails to fall within a range of whiteness. Since the rising of the 
spectral characteristics is very poor as described above, it takes a long time to obtain emission of light having desired 
spectral characteristics. 

2. Unsuitable for Light Control (Dimming): , . v . 

A change in temperature of the light emitting tube brings about a great change in the color temperature of the emit- 
ted light and, thus, in the color rendering properties, as apparent from FIG. 2. Specifically. FIG. 2 is a graph showing 
so the distribution of an emission spectral of a conventional short arc type metal halide discharge lamp for projection. The 
wavelength (nm) is plotted on the abscissa of the graph, with the relative emission ppwer (%) being plotted on the ordi- 
nate. . ■ . • : 

Sealed in the conventional short arc type metal halide discharge lamp are 6.65 x 10 4 Pa of argon as a rare gas, 1 
mg of dysprosium iodide (Dyl 3 ),as a halide, ,1 rng of neodymium iodide (Ndl 3 ) asa halide, and 13 mg of mercury. The 
55 emission spectral consists of a continuous light emission caused by dysprosium and neodymium and main bright-line 
spectra caused by the elements given above the arrows in the drawing - As seen from the graph, the bright-line spec- 
trum caused by mercury has a large power. 

It should be noted that the amount of light emission from each of the lightremitting metals is changed proportionally 
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to the vapor pressure within the lamp. Since the vapor pressure of a halide of a light-emitting metal is markedly lower 
than that of mercury, a change in temperature of the light emitting tube causes a change in the evaporation amount of 
the hahde. leading to a change in the vapor pressure within the lamp. As a result, the amount of light emitted from the 
light-emitting metal is also changed. ' 

s On the other hand, the vapor pressure of mercury is so high that a change in temperature of the light emitting tube 

does not bring about an appreciable change in the mercury vapor pressure, leading to a small change in the amount of 
light caused by the strong bright-line spectrum of mercury. It follows that, if the input power supplied to the light-emitting 
tube is decreased, the light emission caused by mercury is rendered relatively predominant. As a result the color tem- 
perature of the emitted light is lowered, leading to poor color rendering properties. This indicates that the conventional 

10 metal halide discharge lamp, which requires mercury sealing, is unsuitable for the light control (dimming) 

In the case of a headlamp for a vehicle. dimming is required for the lighting in the day time (day light) employed in 
the U.S.A. and Europe. However, the color characteristics are markedly impaired in the conventional metal halide dis- 
charge lamp requiring the mercury sealing. 

is 3. Large Unevenness in Properties: ' 

The metal halide discharge lamps having mercury sealed therein are uneven in temperature of the light emitting 
tubes, which are caused by unevenness in the size of the individual lamps. As a result, unevenness in the characteris- 
tics tends to be brought about even under the same input power. Also, the characteristics are likely to be changed by 
the temperature elevation in the coolest region caused by the blackening of the light-emitting tube used over a long 
period of time. These drff icult.es tend to bring about a problem particularly where a plurality of metal halide discharge 
lamps are used in combination for illumination as in, for example, shops. 

4. Difficult to Re-start up Instantly: 

As described previously, the distance between the paired electrodes is small in a short arc type small metal halide 
discharge lamp, making it necessary to set the mercury vapor pressure at a high value. Specifically, the mercury vapor 
pressure is set at such a high value as. for example, at least 20 atmospheres. 

^ Further, when used in a headlamp for a vehicle, xenon is also sealed in the lamp at a high pressure For example 
the xenon pressure is as high as about 35 atmospheres during the lighting. Since the mercury vapor pressure and the 
xenon vapor pressure are very high during the lighting, it is necessary to apply a pulse voltage of a very large power in 
the re-start up time. It follows that the lighting circuit is rendered costly. In addition, it is necessary to insulate the circuit 
the lamp and the equipment housing them against a'high voltage. 

35 5. Rupture of Light-Emitting Tube 

1 Since the mercury vapor pressure is very high during the lighting as described previously, strain of the lamp is 
increased during lighting of the lamp over a long period of time, with the result that the lamp tends to be ruptured The 
problem of rupture markedly lowers the reliability of the lamp. 
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6. Low Screen Brightness when used in Projector: 

Where a short arc type metal halide discharge lamp is used in a projector in which the light emitted from the lamp 
used as a light source is collected through an optical system such as a liquid crystal projector so as to illuminate for 
example, a screen arranged apart from the projector, it is of high importance to suppress the loss of the light emitted 
from the discharge lamp when the emitted light passes through the optical system so as to permit the emitted light to 
arrive at the screen as much as possible. In order to improve the brightness of the screen by suppressing the light loss 
it is necessary for the arc of the discharge lamp to be narrowed thin. The expression "narrow arc" denotes that the arc 
temperature distribution is sharp. ' ■■ ■■ 

It should be noted in this connection that the light emitted from mercury is absorbed and, thus, is optically thick 
Since energy is absorbed by the absorption of the light emitted in the intermediate and low temperature regions the 
temperature is elevated. As a result, the arc temperature is distributed to depict a parabola, making it difficult to narrow 
the arc. On the other hand, it is known to the art that, if the light emission is very much increased by using scandium or 
a rare earth metal as a light-emitting metal, the arc can be narrowed even in the presence of mercury. In this case how- 
ever, convection occurs vigorously if the lighting pressure of mercury is high, with the result that the arc is rendered 
unstable. It follows that it is impossible to put this technique to practical use. 
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Problems Inherent in the Conventional Lamp which does not necessitate Mercury Sealing : _ 

In the metal halide discharge lamp which does not necessitate v mercury . sealing, the partial pressure of helium or 
neon within the light-emitting tube is markedly increased during the lighting. If the light-emitting tube is constructed to 
5 withstand the high pressure, it- is certainly possible to obtain a metal .halide discharge jamp in which mercury is not 
sealed. The possibility itself of obtaining a metal halide discharge lamp not requiring mercury sealing is worthy of a favo- 
rableevaluation. However, it is practically difficult to permit a metal halide discharge lamp of the construction similar to 
that of the conventionaMamp to withstand the high pressure within the lamp during the lighting of the lamp. Where, for 
example, a lamp voltage of 50 to 60V is required in s small metal halide discharge lamp, the pressure of helium or neon 
10 within the lamp is expected to exceed 1 50 atmospheres during the lighting of the lamp. It follows that the hermetic ves- 
sel widely used in the conventional lamp fails to obtain a high reliability in respect of the measure against rupture of the 
hermetic vessel.. . - / ; • >. , •• . . .. . 

A main object of the present invention is to provide a metal halide discharge lamp which essentially permits disus- 
ing mercury, which is harmful to the living environment of the human being, and which also permits obtaining electrical 
is characteristics and light-emitting characteristics substantially equal to those produced by a metal halide discharge tamp 
in which is sealed mercury, to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide discharge lamp, and to provide an 

illumination apparatus using the particular metal halide discharge lamp. 

An auxiliary object of the present invention is to provide a metal halide discharge lamp which permits a good, rising 
of chromaticity atjhe start-up time, which permits light control for the dirnming purpose, which is small in unevenness 
20 of the characteristics, which permits an instant re-start up easily, and which is effective for preventing the hermetic ves- 
sel from being ruptured, to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide discharge lamp, and to provide an 
illumination apparatus using the particular metal halide discharge lamp. ; .- , < 

Another auxiliary object of the present invention is to provide a metal halide discharge lamp in which mercury is not 
sealed, which is small in heat loss, and which is effective for preventing the light emitting efficiency from being lowered, 
25 to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide discharge lamp, and to provide an illumination apparatus using 
the particular metal halide discharge lamp. 

Another auxiliary object of the present invention is to provide a metal halide discharge lamp which is lit by a DC 
current to emit light free from color difference and color separation, and.which : permrts the lighting circuit to be manu- 
factured as a low cost, to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide discharge lamp, and to provide an iilu- 
30 mination apparatus using the particular metal halide discharge lamp. , , ^ 

Another auxiliary object of the present invention is to provide a metal halide discharge lamp which is adapted for 
use as a headlamp for a vehicle such as an automobile,, to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide dis- 
charge lamp, and to provide an illumination apparatus using the particular meta^ ' , . 
Still another auxiliary object of the present invention is to provide a practical metal halide discharge lamp which is 
35 effective for preventing a hermetic vessel from being ruptured during the lighting of the lamp even if. the mechanical 
strength of the hermetic vessel is substantially equal to that of the conventional hermetic vessel in which is sealed mer- 
cury, to provide a lighting device for the particular metal halide discharge lamp, and to provide an illumination apparatus 
using the particular metal halide discharge lamp. r . , . ... 

According to a first aspect of the present invention, there is provided a metal halide discharge lamp which essen- 
ce tially permits disusing mercury, comprising: 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel; 

a pair of electrodes fixed. to the hermetic vessel; and . , . . . , 

a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide, a second halide and a rare gas, the 
45 first halide being a halide of a metal which achieves a desired light emission, the second halide having a relatively 
high vapor pressure, being at least one halide of a metal which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the 
metal of the first halide, and acting as a buffer gas. , ^ 

The terms used in the present specification are defined to denote the technical meanings described below unless 
so otherwise specified particularly:. . . t . . 

Hermetic Vessel ... The refractory and transparent hermetic vessel used in the present invention is formed of a 
.material capable of fully withstanding the ordinary operating temperature of a discharge lamp and also capable of 
leading the visible light of a desired wavelength region emitted by the discharge to the outside. Any material can be 
55 . used for forming the hermetic vessel as far as the requirements given above are met. For example, it is possible to 
use quartz glass, or ceramic material such as transparent alumina or YAG as well as single crystals thereof. [ 

Incidentally, it is acceptable in the present invention to form on the inner surface of the hermetic vessel a trans- 
parent film resistant to halogen and to metals, as required. It is also acceptable to modify the inner surface of the 
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hermetic vessel, as required. 

Electrode ... The metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention can be constructed so as to be lit by either 
an AC current or a DC current. Therefore, where the lamp is operated by an AC current, the paired electrodes are 
o the same construction/ However, where the lamp is operated by a DC current, the anode whose temperature is 
elevated severely in general is allowed to have a heat radiating area larger than that of the cathode 

The metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention may be either of a short arc type or of a long arc type 
The short arc type discharge lamp is of a so-called electrode stability type, in which the distance between the elec- 
trodes arranged within the hermetic vessel is diminished so as to allow the electrodes to stabilize the arc discharge 
Therefore, the light emission from the discharge lamp can be made as close to that of a dot light source as possible 
making it possible to allow the optical system such as a light reflector or a lens to collect light efficiently. A small 
short arc type metal halide discharge lamp is used in a projector such as a liquid crystal projector or in a headlamp 
for a vehicle such as an automobile. In this case, a suitable distance between the electrodes of the metal halide 
discharge lamp is practically at most 6 mm. If the distance between the electrodes exceeds 6 mm. the light emis- 
sion from the discharge lamp is rendered widely different from that from a dot light source, leading to poor focusing 
character.st.cs of the optical system. Where, for example, the discharge lamp, in which the distance between the 
electrodes exceeds 6 mm, is used as a light source of a liquid crystal projector, the screen brightness is lowered 

Under the circumstances, the small short arc type metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention is 
defined to denote a discharge lamp in which the distance between the electrodes is at most 6 mm Preferably the 
d.stence between the electrodes should be at most 5 mm. Further, where the discharge lamp is used in a projector 
such as a liquid crystal projector, the distance between the electrodes should be 1 to 3 mm. Incidentally the dis- 
tance in question represents the distance between the tips of the electrodes. 

On the other hand, the long arc type metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention is of a so-called tube 
wall stability type, in which the distance between the electrodes arranged within the hermetic vessel is set longer 
than the inner diameter of the hermetic vessel so as to allow the arc discharge to be stabilized by the inner surface 
of the hermetoc vessel. In general, the long arc type metal halide discharge lamp is widely used for the illumination 
purpose. 

Discharge Medium .. . As described previously, the discharge medium used in the present invention consists essen- 
tially of a first halide, a second halide and a rare gas. 

1116 ^ halide ' S 3 halide of a metal which emits a desired light such as a visible light or an ultraviolet light 
Where a hal.de of a metal which efficiently emits a visible light is used as the first halide in order to utilize the visible 
light the vapor pressure of the first halide is not necessarily high in general during the lighting of the lamp 

The second hal.de. which is also a halide of a metal, should have a relatively high vapor pressure during the 
lighting of the lamp. The metal contained in the second halide is not particularly limited as far as the metal is unlikely 
to emit a visible light compared with the metal contained in the first halide. The expression "relatively high' vapor 
pressure;- denotes that the vapor pressure need not be as high as the vapor pressure of mercury. Preferably, the 
pressure within the hermetic vessel during the lighting of the lamp should be about 5 atmospheres or less. During 
operation of the lamp, it is desirable for the vapor pressure of the second halide to be at least about 10 times as 
high as that of the first halide in the lowest temperature region of the lamp. Further, the metal contained in the sec- 
ond halide should be less likely to emit a visible light than the metal contained in the first halide. This implies that 
though the metal contained in the second halide may slightly emit a visible light, the visible light emission from the 
particular metal is relatively small. 

It should be noted in this connection that the light emitted from Fe or Ni contains components having wave- 
lengths of an ultrav.olet region in an amount larger than that of the components having wavelengths of a visible 
region. On the other hand, the light emitted from Ti. Al or Zn contains a large amount of components having wave- 
lengths of a visible region. If Ti. Al or Zn is excited singly to emit light, the energy is concentrated on the particular 
metal so as to emit a large amount of visible light. However, if the metal contained in the second halide has an 
en !? X , ! ^' 9her than that ° f the metal contained in th e first halide so as to allow the metal contained in the sec- 
ond hal.de to be less likely to emit light, the energy is concentrated on the light emission from the first halide under 
the condition that the first and second halides are present together, with the result that the light emission from the 
metal contained in the second halide is suppressed. " - 

The vapor of the second halide functions basically as a buffer gas during the lighting of the lamp like mercury 
used in the conventional metal halide discharge lamp. Table 1 exemplifies various second halides used in the 
present invention and the temperatures at which the vapor pressures of these second halides reach one atmos- 
phere. Inodentally. slight differences are seen depending on the literature in the temperatures at which the vapor 
pressures of these second halides reach one atrhosphere. However, the values given in Table 1 are considered to 
be substantially correct. 
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' table 1 


Halide No. 

Second Halide 

Temperature (.°C) at which . 
vapor pressure of second 
halide reaches 1 atm • 

* ' 1 


* 422 V - 


Fel2 

827 

■ O. 
O 

2nl2 i 

' '727: ■*...' 

4 

Shu 

-.3 ( 

427 ' 

vJ 

Mnl 2 

; • 827 . 

o 


827 ' * ' ' 

7 


349 . 

Q 
O 


' 627 : 

9 

MqU 

<. • - 9 27 

TO 

' Col 2 

* 827 .~ " 

11 ;* 

. Nil 2 

, 747 

12 

Bel 2 

487 * 

13 ' 

Til 4 

377 

14 

Zrl 4 

431 

15 

Hfl 4 

427 


30 Almost all the halides shown in Table 1 , have a vapor pressure lower than that of mercury. Also, the^control 

range of the lamp voltage is narrower than that for mercury. However, the control range of the lamp voltage can be 
widened by sealing a plurality d the second halides ,in combination in the hermetic vessel, as required.. For exam- 
ple, where All 3 is under the state of incomplete evaporation and a desired lamp, voltage is not obtained, the Jarnp 
voltage remains unchanged even if an additional All 3 is sealed in the hermetic vessel. , . 

35 On the other hand, if Znl 2 is sealed in the hermetic vessel in place of the additional All 3 , the lamp voltage can 

be increased because the lamp voltage produced by the function of Znl 2 is added to the lamp voltage produced by 
the initially sealed Ali 3 . Further, if another second halide is added, a higher lamp voltage can be obtained. ".' 
• It should also be noted that it is not absolutely necessary for the second halide hot to emit a visible light. It is 
. acceptable for the second halide to emit a visible light, if the ratio of the emitted visible light to all the visible light 

40 emitted from the discharge lamp is small enough to make theeffect sufficiently small, i.e., the effect given by the 
visible light emitted from the second halide to all the visible light emitted from the discharge lamp. r , 

- Further, a third halide can also be sealed jn the hermetic vessel in the present invention in addition to the first 
and second halides in order to allow the third halide to, for example, correctjhe arc temperature distribution so as 
to suppress the heat loss., , . 

45 \ Halogen ... It is most desirable in terms of the reactivity to usejodine as a halogen element contained^ each of 
the first and second halides. It is also possible to use bromine, chlorine and fluorine as a halogen element, which 
, exhibit strong reactivity in the order mentioned. In short, any of iodine, bromine, chlorine and fluorinecan be used 
in the present invention. Further, it is possible to use different halogen compounds in combination. For example, a 
iodide and a bromide can be used together. , _ . . 

so A rare gas. which functions as a starting gas and a buffer gas, is also sealed, in the hermetic vessel in the 

present invention. Any kind of the rare gas can be used in the present invention as far as the rare gas does not per- 
meates through the hermetic vessel. It should be noted in this connection that neon is likely to permeate through a 
quartz glass. Naturally, where the hermetic vessel is made of a quartz glass, it js desirable to use argon, krypton or 
. xenon as a rare gas sealed, in the hermetic vessel . ! . |t . , 

55 If the rare gas is sealed at a high pressure, it i4 possible, to ; improve the rising characteristics of the light flux 

emitted from the metal halide discharge lamp. Good rising characteristics of the light flux are desirabje for what pur- 
pose the discharge lamp may be used, and are particularly important where the discharge lamp is used in, for 
example, a headlamp of a vehicle such as an automobile and in a liquid crystal projector. 
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■ Mercury The metal hal.de d.scharge lamp of the present invention permits "essentially-disusing mercury In 
.rSl^' ^T" ,S n< ? sealed at a » hl the hermetic vessel: However..* is acceptable for mercuryio be p"esen" 
ms.de the hermetic vessel m an amount of less than 0.3 mg/cc. preferably, not more than 0.2 mg/cc of fte^ne 
volume of the hermetc vessel. Naturally, in terms of the living environment of the human being. KdesSe fo 

Z ZLT , ** 3t a " tHe h6rmetiC V6SSel * the dischar9e lam P" Where *» e'ectric characfe ££* o 
he discharge lamp are ma.nta.ned by the mercury vapor as in the prior art. mercury is sealed in an amount* a 
east 20 mg/cc of the inner vo.ume of the hermetic vessel in the case of a short arc type m«a ?Z£2Z£2£ 

mS ES ? r 0Unt . ° f 31 ^ 5 m9/CC ° f the inn6r V °' Ume * the hermetic vessel ^ * aiong Sc^e 
metal hal.de d.scharge lamp. Compared with the mercury amount required in the prior art it is considered reason 
able to state that the meta. ha.ide discharge . amp of the present invention p^>m*W^!^n!^ 
""' As t d , esc / il ' ed "f^ 8 - discharge medium used in the present invention comprises as a first halide a 
f I Wh,Ch ma ' nly oonWbute8, to the emission of a desired light, and as a second halide a haWe o* a 
metal wh.ch .s unhkely to emit a visible light compared with the metal contained in the Jt hatide In thTplesem 

iaT As" a e^e SS? SUt ^r ^ ^ US&d in ^ COrWenti ° nal «L dISge 

lamp. As a result, the lamp voltage is determmed by mainly the amount of evaporation of the second halide in the 

K£££-T ^ V3P0r PreSSUfe ° f tHe ha,ideiS detetmined * ^ temperature 

The vapor pressure of the second halide during the lighting, which is lower than that of mercury but is clearlv 
higher than that of the first halide. should be at most about 5 atmospheres mercury out is clearly 

Under the circumstances, the metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention performs a desired function 

efcS 22 a J UbSta " ti 1 al Sealing ' ^ P6rmitS ° btainin9 3 ,am P -"age'sufficienl 

electric charactenst.es and light-emitting characteristics substantially equal to those of the conventional farm 

• ".T? T'^ ,nciderta ^ the term "substantially" given above denotes that, in 

.t ,s acceptable for the obta.ned electrical and light-emitting characteristics to be somewhat inferior to S 
obta,ned ,n the pr.or art within a practical.y workable range. The slight difference in question gives r*e to no pr? c 
t-ca. problem ,n v,ew of the fact that it is possible for the metal halide discharge .amp of this typ^^ 

Zun??? WICe - ? 0W JT the ' amP VO,ta9e Can be ,urther increased in Represent a***, 
heat insulating means to the hermetic vessel, as required. flying a 

- In the present invention; the hermetic vessel is substantially free from the mercury sealing and the visible lioht 
em,ss,on ,s achieved substantially solely by the metal contained in the first halide. As a result ii^T^ d£ 
charge lamp ofthe present invention permits a good rising of chromaticity in the start-up time Eve Twhe re Ste tout 
to me lamp .s changed, the changes in the color temperature and the color rendering p?opert£ ZiZ Sti K 
can be suppressed, making it possible to achieve light control (dimming) 9 
tics a^Jl^^S ** in halid6 diSCharQe ' amp 01 1,16 present invention - ^ 'amp characteris- 

♦k FUrth ! r L a " instant restart UD 030 be achieved easily in the present invention because the vapor pressure of 
thesecond hal.de is clearly lower than that of mercury in almost all the cases, tt follows that the start 
mg pulse voltage applied for the re-start up can be lowered. As a result, it is possible to lower the cSectnc sTreS, 
FurX 6 T ^ d r e ' ^ ^ i,IUminat0n aPP-atus,.eading to a low 11^,^ 

dnc *Z no dZlTf I""" 9 ^ ' i9htin9 iS mt 6X,remely hi9h in lhe P resent mention. To be mo'e spe- 
crf.c .t is of no drffculty to lower the vapor pressure in question to about 60% of the value required in the steo of 

" ZSJEXXStfT* t0 Pr6Vent — al 'V ~y »e hermetic vessel being^r* 

■ ^sarKs: ™ the - 

As described above, each of the short arc type and long arc type metal halide discharge lamp of the oresent 
.nventon e^,b.tsthe steady state characteristics substantially equal to those exhibited by Z J2? art P 

r*n£^Z^X£^ e * inV6nti0n « 06 ~ « ™ d * . 'amp power 

_ The metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention may be either of a single tube type in which the her- 
met.c vessel .s exposed directly to the outer atmosphere, or a double wall type, in which the hWmSfvSrtL 
inserted ,nto an outer tube. Each of these sing.e tube type and double wall type .amps of the pLeSeTo™ ro 
S o a d ^ funt f' » and e « e «- ^^er. if the inner space of the outer tube is hew at a ^S^cSShS 
Sng^icX hahde diSChar9e ,amP - m6 hea t -ess can be SU pp re ssed so as to further ^TeZ ^ 

tvnp^tlS^ a,S0 . be iS ^ ^ ,he teChnical idea of the Dresent Mention is applied to a short arc 
type metal hal.de d.scharge lamp, t is desirable to construct the lamp to narrow the arc, as describ J previously 5 
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.the arc is narrowed,,the light collecting efficiency* can be improved. It follows that a marked improvement in bright- 
. ness can be obtained, if the short arc type lamp of the particularconstruction is used in, for example, a headlamp 
of a vehicle such as an automobile in combination with a reflector, or in an optical system of the reflector as in an 
illumination apparatus for shops or optical fiber illumination apparatus, t 
s • ' : - * ■' • - ' 

According to a second aspect of the present invention, there is provided a metal halide discharge lamp, comprising: 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel; ' « ■ . . 

a pair of electrodes mounted within the hermetic vessel; and 
io a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide; a second halide and a rare gas, the 
first halide being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of sodium, scandium and a rare 
earth metal, and the second.halide being having a relatively high vapor pressure, and being at least one halide of 
. a metal which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with thametal of. the first halide. , . . 

is In the second aspect of the present invention, a visible Ijght is emitted from.the first halide. Inaddition, the metal 
halides suitable for the various general uses are specif ieds in the second. aspect in view of the light emitting efficiency 
and the color rendering properties. It is possible to use a single compound or a plurality of compounds in combination 
as the first halide. - * , - : » ■ 

The hermetic vessel included in the metal halide discharge lamp of the second aspect is essentially free from mer- 

20 cury to enable the present invention* of the second aspect to produce the, function and effect similar to those produced 
by the invention of the first aspect. . . ; 

According to a third aspect of the present invention, the discharge medium used in the metal halide discharge lamp 
of the first or second aspect of the present invention contain. a halide of cesium. Where a halide of cesium is sealed in 
the hermetic vessel, the temperature distribution of the arc is rendered flat so as to diminish the temperature gradient, 

25 as in the case of sealing mercury, with the result that the heat loss in the light emitting tube is decreased. It follows that 
the light emitting efficiency is increased to. reach a level close to the case ensealing mercury.ncompared with the case 
where a halide of cesium is not sealed. - < ; 

To be more specific, cesium generated by decomposition of the cesium halide in the arc has a low ionization volt- 
age and, thus, tends to be ionized to release an electron even in.the intermediate temperature region of the arc, which 

30 is a relatively low temperature region of the arc. It follows that the presence of cesium in the, arc causes>the electron 
concentration to be increased in the intermediate temperature region of the arc. 

It should be. noted that the electrical conductivity a is proportional to the electron density. Since the energy input in 
a certain temperature region is represented by a E 2 , where E denotes the intensity of the electric field, the input energy 
is increased with increase in the electrical conductivity d, that is increase in the electron density. In conclusion, where 

35 a halide of cesium is sealed in t the hermetic vessel, the energy input is increased in the intermediate temperature 
region, with the result that the temperature in the intermediate temperature region of the arc is elevated. 

On the other hand, .since the total input to the metal halide discharge lamp is constant- the temperature in the high 
temperature region of the arc is relatively lowered, as apparent from the energy balance. It follows that the temperature 
distribution of the arc is rendered fiat so as to diminish the temperature gradient; in the case of sealing a halide of 

40 cesium, as in the case of sealing mercury. ' ■ 

■ On the other hand, in the conventional metal halide discharge lamp.in which is sealed mercury, mercury also emits 
light. However, the light emitting efficiency of mercury itself is not sufficiently high, as pointed out previously. ?. In the 
present invention, however, the hermetic vessel is essentially free from mercury; Therefore, a metal exhibiting, a light 
emitting efficiency higher than that of mercury, e.g., scandium or sodium, is sealed in the hermetic vessel so as to pro- 

45 vide a metal halide discharge lamp exhibiting a high light emitting efficiency ■*.•'■ 

Further, disuse of mercury permits producing a function and effect similar to those produced by the metal halide 
discharge lamp according to the first aspect of the present invention. j , . • 

A metal halide discharge lamp according to a fourth aspect of the present invention comprises an outer tube.hous- 
ing the light emitting tube and a heat insulating means for suppressing the loss of.heat generated from the light emitting 

so tube in addition to the metal halide discharge lamp according to the first aspect of the present invention. Since the loss 
of heat generated from the light emitting tube is suppressed by the heat insulating means, the light emitting efficiency 
of the metal halide discharge lamp is improved. The heat insulating means may be, of any construction as far as it is 
possible to suppress the loss of heat generated from the light emitting tube. For example, the heat insulating means can 
be constructed as follows. * 

55 Specifically, the inner space of the outer tube is held at a vacuum condition so as to. suppress convection and con- 
duction of the heat generated from the light emitting tube. It follows that the heat loss is suppressed so as to keep the 
discharge medium warm. In this case., the heat insulating means may be of any desired specific construction and 
shape. Also, any desired material can be.used for forming the heat insulating means. In the present invention, the inner 
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Stab a^u e 33^ e io3 d pa ined t0 bS h6,d ^ 3 VaCUUm C ° ndi,i0n ; To be more -P*^ the inner P^ssure of the outer 

tr Jmftffn^ r ^ n i 1 i? 1 !? l J! a, ! de diSChar9e ' amP ° f thS Pr6Sent invention to use a heat ™y reflecting-visible light 

S^^SISTS 6 " 9ht i Se ° f *• PartiCU,ar fHm Permits creasing the heat loss accomp^ng tS 
radiation so as to keep the d.scharge med.um warm. The heat reflecting-visible light transmitting film can beformed on 
1^ ?nf ' ^ J ^ S ^ ces of a cylindrical body made of quartz glass and interposed between the light emitting tube 
and the outer tube, on the inner and/or outer surfaces of the outer tube, and on the outer surface of the light erS 

Needless to say. the particular means described above can be used in combination appropriately. 
Since the discharge lamp of the present invention comprises a heat insulating means for suppressing the loss of 
heat generated from the light emitting tube, the loss of heat generated by the discharge within the light litt^ig Sbe 

^rSea UPP ° " t0 *T ^ " ^ " 9ht emittin9 * follOWS ** the «9 ht emi * n 9 

nr«on[ 1her ' T ^"T^ vesg >? ' ,ndu(ied in the metal halide discharge lamp according to the. fourth aspect of the 
P ^ J. Z I 0 " 15 substant,al, y free from mercury, making it possible to obtain a function and effect similar to those 
produced by the invention of the first aspect. o wwnuiuinow 

«... AcCOrd ; n 9. to a fifth as P ect of the present invention, there is provided a metal halide discharge lamp which essen- 
tially permits d.susing mercury and which is lit by a DC current, comprising: 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel; .= 

an anode and a cathode fixed to the hermetic vessel; and 

f irfhSh^'T ^ 3led ! He herm6tiC V6SSel and C ° ntainin9 3 f irst halide ' a s*"™ 1 halide a rare gas. the 
first hal.de being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of sodium, scandium and a rare 
earth metal and the second halide having a relatively high vapor pressure and being a halide of at leas one metal 
• which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of the first halide. 

If the conventional metal halide discharge lamp haying mercury sealed therein is lit by a DC current the light emit- 
ting metal e.g sodium or scandium, is positively ionized and. thus, sucked toward the cathode, with the result that the 
concentration of the light emitting metal on the anode side is rendered lower than that on the cathSrside^so mer 
cury is somewhat sucked toward the cathode. However, since mercury is originally sealed ^TSS^ta 
amount a suftaenHy large amount of mercury is present on the anode side, toe ?Asare8uft. tt»itah^SSKS 
ffaSEdTE i-^ered marked^ weak on the anode side to cause light to be emrtted froS l™ me Sy « 

? V^" 9 V 1 ?™*"^ 96 , am ° Unt °' " 9ht emission ,rom emittin 9 metal can be obtained on the 

cathode side, ft fo lows that a marked color separation is brought about between the two electrodes to make the dis 
charge lamp unsuitable for the practical use. Under the circumstances, where the color •BpaSonSS^aSS 

ZZSl amP r6qUirin9the SeaHn9 " V Md .« h -*^. faf .*» wh -e the dLchar^ S 

mi » ^JrL 6 *"*!™*^ hOWeVer ' dWerenCe in CO,0r tem P eratuI -e ^tween the electrodes is small so as to per- 

mt the discharge larnp to be put to practical use in spite of the fact that the second halide is substantially suitituti 

Shh y i-^ thed,SCha :? e lam P is **• DCcurrent. tt should be noted in this connection that. *2 

habde is unlikely am a visible light, the metal contained in the first halide emits light of high intensity even on the a^Se 

side in-the present invention, leading to the small difference in color temperature between the two electrodes 

_ It should also be noted that, in a headlamp for a vehicle such as an automobile or in a lamp for a liquid crystal oro- 

ESXEJ? "S?* d6ViCe inC,Udin9 3 meta ' ha "' de diSChar « e ,am » Where em AC eu^KJSr 

lighting the discharge lamp, a DC current generated from a battery power source or a DC current obtained by rectifying 

tTth^mera^ 

< In the present invention, however, the metal halide discharge lamp is constructed to be adapted for the lighting with 
a DC current, making ,t unnecessary to convert the DC current into a high frequency AC currem TOs^SoSte 
to simplrfy the construction of the electronic circuit for .ighting the discharge larnp so as to make the ligZg device^ 
in size, light in weight and low in manufacturing cost 

■.n^^J!" 0 * TT V iS n0t USed> * e meta ' halide dischara e lamp according to the fifth aspect of the present 
invention produces the function and effect similar to those obtained in the invention of the first aspect 

« c Jn?T !T 9 10 3 aXth aSPeCt ° f the present inven,ion - ^ Provided a metal halide discharge lamp which permits 
essentially disusing mercury and which is used in a headlamp having a rated power of at most lOOW^mprising 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel; r 
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apair of electrodesfixed to the hermetic vessel; and - .~ : ^ v • , . . : 

a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide, a second halide and a rare gas, the 
first halide being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group.consisting of sodium, scandium, and a rare 
earth metal, and the second halide having a relatively high vapor pressure and being a halide of at least one metal 
5 which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of the first halide., 

A metal halide discharge lamp which is used in a headlamp having a rated power of at most 1 00W is featured in 
that the distance between the two electrodes is small and the.tube wall load of the discharge lamp is heavy. Therefore, 
when it comes to the conventional metal halide discharge lamp requiring the mercury sealing, a such a high mercury 
to vapor pressure as at least 20 atmospheres is required in order to obtain a desired. lamp voltage, as.described previ- 
ously. As a result, the hermetic vessel tends to be broken relatively easily. 

- It is also necessary to seal xenon at a high pressure in order to improve the rising characteristics, of the lightfjux. 
Specifically, the xenon, pressure during the lighting is as high as.about 35 atmospheres. It follows that, in order to per- 
form starting by breaking down the starting gas, it is necessary to apply a starting pulse voltage of a high voltage and 

is a large power. Since a higher starting pulse voltage is required for the instant start up, it. is necessary to increase the 
grade of the dielectric strength of the lighting circuit, illumination apparatus and wiring to conform with the high starting 
pulse voltage, leading to a high manufacturing cost. 

. As described above, it is certainly possible to solve the problem in respect of theorising characteristics of the light 
flux by sealing xenon at a high pressure, by applying a high starting pulse voltage, and by supplying a large current 

20 immediately after the light, followed by gradually decreasing the current supply. However, the conventional metal halide 
discharge lamp remains to be unsatisfactory in the rising characteristics of chromaticity. To be more specific, xenon - 
emits light first and, then, mercury emits light. The light emission from mercury is continued for 10 to 20 seconds. What 
should be noted is that the light emitted from mercury is poor- in color rendering properties, failing to fall even within a 
range of white color. < : . . 1 < 

25 > In the present invention, however, mercury is not sealed in the hermetic vessel, making it possible to reduce the 
inner pressure of the hermetic vessel to about 60% of the conventional . level. It follows that it .is possible to alleviate 
markedly the problems inherent in the prior art in respect of the breakage of the hermetic vessel and the starting pulse 
voltage.-- - - : . v -■ - . - -v.'^- . - •. j - • -.o 

In the sixth aspect of the present invention, the first halide is limited to a halide of at least one metal selected from 

30 the group consisting of sodium and scandium. The, particular limitation is effective for obtaining emission of white.light 
required in a headlamp at a very high light emitting efficiency. ........ . , :, 

Further, since mercury is not sealed in the hermetic vessel, a function and effect similar to those obtained in the 
first aspect of the present invention can also be obtained inthe sixth aspect.. It follows that the metal, halide discharge 
lamp according to the sixth aspect of the present invention is quite, suitable for use in a headlamp for a vehicle. 

35 According to a seventh aspect of the present invention, the second halide used in the metal halide discharge lamp 
according to the fifth or sixth aspect of the present invention is limited to a halide of at least one metal selected from the 
group consisting of magnesium, iron, cobalt, chromium, zinc, nickeLmanganese, aluminum, antimony, beryllium, rhe- 
nium, gallium, titanium, zirconium and hafnium. In other words, metals suitable for forming the second halide are spec- 
if ied in the seventh aspect of the present invention; * > . ' 

40 According to an eighth aspect of the present invention, the second halide, used in the metal, halide discharge lamp 
according to any of the first to third aspects or any of the fifth to seventh aspects of the present invention is limited to a 
halide of at least.one metal selected from the group.consisting of iron, zinc,, manganese-aluminum, and gallium. : 

In other words, metals most suitable for forming the second halide are specified in the eighth aspect of the present 
invention. It should be noted in this connection that the metal halides specified in the eighth aspect are most suitable 

45 for use as the main component of the second halide. What should be noted is that a further improved lamp voltage can 
be obtained, if a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of magnesium, cobalt, chromium, nickel, 
antimony, beryllium, rhenium, titanium, zirconium and hafnium is used as an auxiliary component of the second halide 
together with the main component specified in the eighth aspect. , 

According to a ninth aspect of the present invention, the second halide used in the metal halide discharge lamp 

so according to any of the first to third aspects or any of the fifth to;eighth aspects of the present invention is sealed in the 
hermetic vessel in an amount of 0.05 to 200 mg/cc of the inner volume of the hermetic vessel - . \ : 

In the ninth aspect of the present invention, specified is a general range of the sealing amount of the second halide. 
Depending on the specific halide selected as the second halide; a suitable range of the sealing amount is narrower than 
noted above. However, the range of the sealing amount noted above should be taken as a generally satisfactory range. 

55 In a tenth aspect of the present invention, the second halide used in the metal halide discharge lamp according to 
the sixth aspect of the invention is defined to be sealed in the hermetic, vessel in an amount of 1 to 200 mg/cc of the 
inner volume of the hermetic vessel. Defined in the tenth aspect is a suitable sealing amount of the second halide, cov- 
ering the case where the metal halide discharge lamp is used in a headlamp for a vehicle. 
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h^sx^rc sr;r rare 9as sea,ed in •» hM — — 

sure of at least one ahSSa "5*212^ ' * present ,wenti ° n * defined to be sealed at a pres- 

vesse. so as **• " S ^ h the h *™* 

s are desirable for any use of the aSSS^^lS^^ ^ nS,n9 i******** of the light flux, which 
•amp of a vehide. ft is^rable t^l^Z^cZ " fTf* diSC,?ar9e ' amp is used in a head - 

used in a headlamp for a^Sde ^ ^ ha " de diSCharse ,amp where the d **arge lamp is 

.ampac^rZ^e ^i^.^? ^ ^ Sea,ed h the hermetic vessel ° f »• fW discharge 
» atmospheres. inT^elasSl a rare oas ^r^' 0 " 15 defined t0 be at a pressure of 1 to ?5 

discharge .amp is used in a h2££!?? vettcT " PreSSUr6 SUitab ' 6 ** 1,16 0356 Where metal ha,ide 

■amp^n^^ 

to.10 mm and an outer diamet* o " to iTmm^Snl in tn ^l T" 0 " ' S def ' ned t0 have an inner <*ameter of 3 
-amp^n^ 

to 10 mm and an outer dTmeter d 5 to if mn ?S ^ iTl 6 "* mVe ^° n * defined to have an inner dia ™ter of 3 
herrnr^l" 

of the present invention is oSneJS £ Tto ?n^^^ ^ f* 1 ^ and aSpecte 

electrodes-mounted in the hermSic vSseMhe h * fourteenth aspect is the distance between the two 

lamp is used in a headlamp S^S^ti^iS^ ^ T*? ** *" "** ^ the metal ha,ide discharae 
.5 to act as a dot light source fading a .oJ ^SSSS^S ^ r ? eS Jf xceeds 6 mm - *• Charge .amp fa?.s 
should fall within a range of Stween 1 and 5 mm 9 ** diStance between the electrodes 

tenth'aX^^^ h r ha,kje diSChar9S ' amP aCC ° rdi " 9 to the si * h ' 

rent. Defined in the mJS^STZ SchaTetl VS? * ^ °° nrtrUCtad S ° 35 1 ° be " by a DC cur " 
when the discharge lamp is used in a headtemo fa?* S h ♦ , ° S ° 38 10 miniaturiz e the lighting device 

To be more specie, aSttery^wer so ^ ce ^ manufacturing cost of the discharge .amp. 

a lighting device utilizing a DC Current £ eh ' Cle Such as an automobile. Therefore, use of 

current is converted 5 into « ^SrreTa^ ^Tf COnStruCtion ' ««W the case where a DC 

charge lamp. The parS Tffe^ 

increasingThoppe or TvoLZt^ZJ^ IT * e 0386 where a ^"trol means such as a voltage 
because me M r7 C u. ar ;^^ contro,,in 9 the °C power to have a desired voltaae 

discharge larnp. ,„ the present .Son nSS^Tni S'T ? *" ^ 01 USi " 9 a " AC P0wer for *• 
aration problem need not be woSaboul To^Z » the hermetic vessel, with the result that the color sep- 
discharge .amp of the presenHnveSon * ^ ** * ' S t0 use a DC current for the 

"amp^l^^^^^^ ^fT 9 * ^ ,n ,h6 ^ ^ d « d ^arge 

of cesium. In the sixteerTaSS % ^Tn^ T ° f the pr6Sent invention is de,ined to ««* a halide 

in the meta. haHde ^Sarg^ IseSTn " T^T, " th6 hermetiC VeSSe ' included 

improve the .ight emitting effiien^ £?m ^STi^^ "i?- 10 the arc '9 radient a " d - thus, to 

the sixteenth aspect of the present inv^nti^ h i J* ' em,ttm9 eff,c,enc y of the discharge lamp according to 
mercury sealed^herein **" that ^ the rnetal halide discharge lamp having 

tenthTn^^^ 

hermetic vessel housed therein ^ndhiwino lE ^Tnni ^ T ,S def,ned to ,urther com P ri se an outer tube having the 
the present im^.1rrh3efc^7r^T »T VaCUUm C ° nditi ° n ,n * e aspect of 

is housed in the ou,^ *JZZ^££^^ 7*1 "T* 9 * ^ USSd " 3 head,amp <* a vehic,e 
ciency of the discharge lamp ^S^^J^^ZT™ ' ^ reSU " that the ,i9ht emrttin 9 effi " 

therein. P ren0ered h, 9 her than that of the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed 

tenth^^^^^^ ^ -ela. ha.ide discharge .amp according to the sixth, 

which permrts - WWanS^^S^ ' r rt ^ r ^ mPriSeS ^ «* removin9 ultraviolet 

removal denotes that the ?^tJJSont TSSZSt! ? T 'f t0 OUtSide - 17,6 session "substantial" 
remcva.doesnotnecessari, y Xt^ 
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. ^ The ultraviolet light removing, means may be* of -any- construction as far as the :ultraviolet light, is substantially 
removed. For example, the light emitting tube is housed in an outer tube made of a glass material of the composition 
capable of removing the .ultraviolet light. Incidentally, it is possible for the. outer tube to communicate with .the. outer 
atmosphere. Alternatively, the outer tube may be hermetic and may have the inner space held at a vacuum condition. 

5 It is also possible to impart an ultraviolet light removing function to the inner surface of the light emitting tube or to 

the light emitting tube itself. To be more specific, the ultraviolet light shielding function can be imparted by converting 
the material texture of the inner or outer surface of the light emitting tube into an ultraviolet light shielding texture or by 
forming a transparent film capable of shielding an ultraviolet light on the inner or outer surface of the light emitting tube. 
Further, a pair of ultraviolet light shielding cylinders may be arranged outside the. light emitting tube. 

10 Since the ultraviolet light led to the outside is substantially removed in the present invention, the headlamp is pre- 
vented from being deteriorated by the ultraviolet light. Also, the human eyes are prevented from being irradiated with an 
ultraviolet light. Further, in the case of using an outer tube, the hermetic vessel is mechanically protected by the outer 

tube. • ' . • - • . • - : -r- i • : - : • ' • • - . ' *•• ' " - • < *' "i ' ■ 

- According to an additional aspect of the present invention, there is provided a lighting device far a metal halide dis- 
15 charge lamp, comprising: v. . ? r • . 1 . : V ' ^ 

a metal halide discharge lamp defined in any one of the sixth, tenth and twelfth to eighteenth aspects of the present 
invention; and: : .* ' ' ■ . ! - ^ 1 .s 

a lighting circuit constructed to supply current in an amount at least three times as, much as a rated lamp current 
20 immediately after the lighting of the metal halide discharge lamp; followed by decreasing the current with time. 

< Defined in this additional aspect of the present invention is a lighting device for a metal halide discharge lamp which 
meets the rising characteristics of the light flux required for a headlamp for a vehicle. The lighting circuit may be oper- 
ated by either an AC current or a DC current: Also, the lighting circuit may be of any desired construction as far as the 
25 requirements given above are satisfied. . : ' ... 

Further, according to still additional aspect of the present invention, there is provided an illumination, apparatus, 
comprising: . . : . - - ' * ■ .- '•■ ; ■ - k ' : - - ' 

i an illumination apparatus body; and ■ » ■ * 1 > ' ' •■- 

30 a metal halide discharge lamp defined in any one of the first to eighteen aspects of the present invention, the metal 
halide discharge lamp being supported by the illumination apparatus body, . - 

The invention of the still additional aspect noted above <is applicable to any of the apparatuses in which the metal 
halide discharge lamp according to any of the first to eighteenth aspects of the present invention is used for the illumi- 

35 .nation purpose. Whenit comes to a short arc type metal halide discharge lamp; the jllumination apparatus of the 
present invention is suitable for use in illumination apparatus using the discharge lamp in combination with an optical 
system such/as a reflector or a lens, -e.g.,. a liquid crystal projector or an overhead projector, in a headlamp for a vehicle 
such as an automobile, and in Jllumination apparatus for shops such as an optical fiber illumination apparatus and a 
spot light. : r 

40 On the other hand, when rt comes to a long arc type metal halide discharge lamp, the discharge lamp of the present 
invention can be suitably used in various illumination apparatuses for.the general illumination purposes such as a down 
light, an illuminating lamp mounted directly to the ceiling, an illumination apparatus for. roads, an illumination apparatus 
for tunnels, in light projectors, and in a display apparatus. * i ■■ ! ■ ; . • : / • 

To reiterate; the metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention is featured in that a halide of a metal which is 

45 unlikely to emit a visible light compared with a light emitting metal is sealed in the hermetic vessel in place of mercury. 
The particular metal halide is sealed in a high vapor pressure together with a halide of the light emitting metal, The.par- 
ticular construction defined in the present invention makes it possible to provide a metal halide discharge lamp which 
produces electric characteristics and light emitting characteristics substantially equal to those produced by.the conven- 
tional metal halide discharge lamp having; mercury sealed therein. - f : - „ v . : 

so The present invention also provides a metal halide discharge lamp which produces. at least one of the auxiliary 
effects a) to e) given below: . v . - 

a) Good rising characteristics of spectral characteristics at the start-up time. 

b) Capability of light control (dimming).. . • • . . : v ■< ■ . J - ' 

55 c) Small unevenness in characteristics, . » v . ; 

d) Easy instant re-start up. , ■ ^ t ' : . '.^ v . 

e) High resistance to rupture of hermetic yessel, ■■ v J 
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. The invention can be more Uy understood from the lowing detai.ed description when taKen injunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which; 

F^S^s atoZSThowing a meta. ha.ide discharge lamp according to a first embodiment of the present inven- 
S 4 is a schema**, view showing the construction of an optica, system of an RGB color separation type la* 
■ fSI K growing the -amp 2 (present invention) and .amp , (prior art). 

which areshowninTablel; ■ : - - ' > - _ _ _ crvsta | Dr oiector, said lamp comprising the 

. m^^r*^ 

S It'alcSZa, .S^ln, . U** c**. proieaor ^ g ft. iamp toft, prciecio, shown in Ha 6 . 

present invention; ^ rt ^oi-.n« nro^urp and the risinq time of the light flux 

- FK3. 10b. m« showing ^**^, b *^!? n ^S!!SS 2£Ko?ft.i*^i">«*« 

tion: u ^ ^^mn used in a vehicle such as an automobile as an illumination device 

- FIG 12 is an oblique view showing a headlamp usea in a veniue auo 

^SS^*tt£S2* discharge li ^«c^1->.«««^-*l^'»~ 

S? 17 is a chromatic*, diagram showing the rising in the spectral <MMto «■ *• ™* haWe discharge 

2"??^**^ a m«al haWe discharge Ian* according ,o a sa,enft emho**nt ol fte presen, 
SIS':; a *oma,ci W ^changes in c««™«^« ^ ST" '™ M 

STS. . Wwm-cn, diagram showing the rising charaCerMics in*e specwl ""df™* 8 

^5^^,,^'^ ft. r.gMng dev*e 0. a me* ha«de discharge lamp accodUg lo the «* 
SfSffSS! SSn'SSfte ighling derfc. o, a metal ha.de discharge lamp according to me seed 

the present invention; 


40 
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FIG; 28 is a schematical view showing a tight distributor portion included in the headlamp for a vehicle.as the third 
embodiment of the illumination device of the present invention; and v - 

FIG. 29 is a schematical view showing a down light as a fourth embodiment of the illumination apparatus of the 
present invention. , * ; ' . • ' ■* . - ~. . ; " ■ - ■ - 

Let us describe some embodiments of the present invention with reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Embodiment 1 : 

io FIG. 3 is a front view showing a metal halide discharge lamp according to the first embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. As shown< in the drawing, the discharge lamp comprises a hermetic vessel 1 , a pair of electrodes 2, metal foils 3 
for the sealing, and outer lead wires 4. The metal halide discharge lamp of this embodiment is of a short arc type. 

The hermetic vessel 1 is. prepared by rotating under heat a. quartz glass tube having an inner diameter of 1 4 mm 
into a bulb having an elliptical cross section. A pair of slender sealing portions 1a, 1a are integrally fixed to the ends in 

75 the long axis direction of the elliptical hermetic vessel 1 . ■ - ■ * _ 

The electrode 2 comprises an electrode shaft 2a and an electrode coil 2b. The tip portion of the electrode shaft 2a 
somewhat projects inward and, the electrode coil 2b is wound about the projecting tip portion of the electrode shaft 2a. 
The proximal end portion of the electrode shaft 2a is welded to one end of the sealed metal foil 3 within the sealing por- 
tion 1a In this embodiment, the distance between the tips of the electrodes 2 is set at 4 mm. The sealed metal foil 3 

20 consists of a molybdenum foil, which is hermetically sealed within the sealing portion 1a, and the outer lead wire 4 is 
welded to the other end of the metal (molybdenum) foil 3. ; : *_ 

Sealed in the hermetic vessel 1 is a discharge medium consisting of a rare gas, a first halide, and a second .halide. 
To be more specific, an argon gas was sealed as the rare gas at a pressure of 6:65 x 10 4 Pa. Dysprosium iodide (Dyl 3 ) 
was sealed as the first halide in an amount of ,1 mg together with ,1 mg.of neodymium iodide (Ndl 3 ). Further. 8 mg of 

25 each of the halides shown in Table 2 was sealed as the second halide. 

The lamp voltage, light emitting efficiency and color temperature were measured with the input power set constant 
at 150W in respect of the resultant short arc type metal halide discharge lamps, with the results as. shown in Table 2. 
The data on the prior art. which was equal to the metal halide discharge lamp of thepresent invention except that 13 
mg of mercury was sealed in place of the second halide, are also shown in Table 2. * ■ 


Table 2 1 


Lamp No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

1 * Light emitting 
efficiency 

Gblor temp. 

Screen brightness 
ratio 

V 


75V , 

,7i;jm/W 

87Q0K 


' 2 

All 3 • 

62V 

72 Im/W 

9120K 

v ; • r-4. - ; 

3 

Fel 2 

70V 

70lm/W 

9210K 

1.35 

4 

Znl 2 

73V 

68 Im/W 

9160K 

1.42 

5 ; 

Sbl 3 ' 

63V 

73 Im/W 

8930K " 

* 1.35 ' 

6 

Mnl 2 

, 55V 

K 72 lnVW ; 

r 9040K 


7 

Crl 2 

58V 

69 Im/W 

9100K 

1.45 ' 1 v 

8 

Gal 3 , 

59V , 

68 Im/W 

: 9030K 

1 39. 

9 •>■ 

Rel 3 

.61V 

70 Im/W 

9240K 

1.37. 

10 

Til 4 

72V 

70 Im/W 

9220K 

1.38 

.Note- . 4 . y 


* Prior Art 


As apparent from Table 2, any of the metal halide discharge lamps of the present invention exhibited a lamp voltage 
55 higher than 50V, and was found to be substantially equal to the conventional metal.halide discharge lamp (sample No. 
1) in the light emitting efficiency and the color temperature. * . 7. 

Then, the screen brightness ratio was measured by using each of the metal halide discharge lamps shown in Table 
2 in combination with the optical system of an RGB color separation type liquid crystal projector shown in FIG 4, with 
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the results as shown in Table 2. As shown in FIG. 4, the optical system comprises a metal halide discharge lamp 5 equal 
to that shown in FIG. 3. a reflector 6, an ultraviolet light-infrared light cut filter 7, color separation dichroic mirrors 8a. 8b, 
liquid crystal panels 9 B , 9 G . 9 R , mirrors 10a, 10b, color synthesis mirrors 11a, 11 b t and a projecting lens 12. The capital 
letters B, G, R shown in FIG. 4 represent the blue optical axis, green optical axis and red optical axis, respectively. The 
5 liquid crystal panels 9b, 9 g , and 9 R are driven by image signals of blue, green and red, respectively. Table 2 shows that 
the screen brightness for the metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention was about 1 .4. times as high as that 
for the prior art. 

Further, the arc temperature distribution was measured for each of the discharge lamp of the present invention 
(sample No. 2) and the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1), with the results as shown in FIG. 5. To be more 

10 specific, FIG. 5 is a graph showing the arc temperature distribution for samples No. 1 (prior art) and No. 2 (present 
invention). Plotted on the abscissa of the graph is the position in the radial direction of the hermetic vessel in a cross 
section perpendicular to the axis of the hermetic vessel and passing through the center between the two electrodes. On 
the other hand, plotted on the ordinate of the graph is; the arc temperature (absolute temperature K). Curve A shown in 
FIG. 5 denotes the discharge lamp of the present invention (sample No. 2), with curve B representing the conventional 

is discharge lamp (sample No. 1). As apparent from the graph, the arc is rendered narrower in the discharge lamp of the 
present invention (curve A). 

Further, the color temperatures of samples Nos. 2 and 3 (present invention) and sample No. 1 (prior art) of the dis- 
charge lamps were measured, covering the cases where these discharge lamps were lit under input powers of 70 W, 
90W, 1 10W and 130W, with the results as shown in Table 3: 


Table 3 


25 


Sample No. 

70W 

90W 

110W 

130W 

1 (prior art) 

6510K 

6930K 

7560K 

8030K 

**■ 2 

8630K 

8740K 

8900K 

9060K 

3 

8720K 

8860K 

9030K 

9180K 


30 As described previously, where the input power is lowered, the light emission from mercury is rendered relatively 
predominant in the discharge lamp of the prior art (sample No. 1), leading to a marked reduction in the color tempera- 
ture. 

In the discharge lamps of the present invention (samples Nos. 2 and 3), however, the hermetic vessel is substan- 
tially free from mercury. Also, the emission of a visible light caused by the second halide is small. It follows that light is 
35 emitted mainly from the light emitting metal contained in the first halide even in the case of lowering the input power. It 
should also be noted that the color temperature is somewhat lowered because the vapor pressure of the light emitting 
metal is lowered with decrease in the input power. 

In the experiments described above, the input power was decreased from 150W (see Table 2) to 70 W (see Table 
3). In this case, the color temperature was changed by 2190K; whereas, the change in the color temperature was at 
40 most 500K in the discharge lamps of the present invention. 

: Further, re-starting was evaluated, with the results as shown in Table 4: 


Table 4 


Sample No. 

r 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

Re-start voltage (kV) 

12 

4 

3 

5 

3 

4 

4 

5 

3 

6 

Note: 


* Prior Art 


As apparent from Table 4, the re-starting voltage is low in the discharge lamp of the present invention. This is 
because the vapor pressure of the second halide during the lighting is lower than that of mercury. To be more specific, 
the vapor pressure of the second halide in. for example, sample No. 3 of the discharge lamp of the present invention is 
55 0.6 atmosphere, and the vapor pressures of the other second halides are at most 5 atmospheres. In sample No. 1 of 
the prior art, however, the vapor pressure of mercury is as high as 28 atmospheres, leading to the high re-start up volt- 
age as shown in Table 4. 

FIG. 6 is a front view partly including a cross sectional view, showing a discharge lamp for a projector comprising 
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the metal halide discharge lamp according to the first. embodiment of the present invention and a reflectqr.formed inte- 
gral with the discharge lamp. The reference numerals common with FIGS. 3 and 6 denote the same membersand, thus, 
reference thereto is omitted in the-following description. In the embodiment shown in FIG. 6, a metal halide discharge 
lamp 5 equal to the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 3 and a reflector 6 are made integral. A reference numeral 5b shown 
5 in FIG. 6 represents a heat insulating film formedto cover the outer surface of the hermetic vessel 1 of the metal halide 
discharge lamp 5, said hermetic vessel 1. surrounding the electrode on the side of the light-projecting opening of the 
reflector 6. 

The reflector 6, which is formed of a curved glass plate having a parabolic cross section, comprises a reflector main 
body 6b and a neck portion 6a positioned at the tip of the parabolic configuration. A multi-layered interference reflecting 

io film 6c, which ref lects a visible light and transmits an infrared light, is formed on the inner surface of the reflector main 
body 6b. Further, a through-hole 6d is formed in the reflector. main body 6b. ; . : y . ... 

. The metal halide discharge lamp 5 includes a base 5a, which is fit within the neck portion 6a of the reflector 6 and 
fixed by a base cement-7. Further, a power supply -wire 8 is led to the back side? of the reflector 6 via the through-hole 
6d of the reflector 6. * r . • * t . ■-, 

is A reference numeral 9 represents an electronic lighting device serving to supply an electric power of a desired volt- 
age and a desired lamp current to the metal halide discharge lamp 5. ■ , 

Embodiment 2: . - . : ; ■ ■ . ' ■. ?--v j ; « • - * 

20 FIG. 7 schematically shows a liquid crystal projector as a first embodiment of the illumination apparatus of the 

present invention. The discharge lamp for the projector shown in FIG. 6 is used in the liquid crystal projector shown in 
FIG. 7. The reference numerals common with FIGS. 6 and 7 represent the same members of the projector and, thus, 
reference thereto is omitted in the following description. . 

As shown in the drawing, the liquid crystal projector comprises a liquid crystal display means 11 , an image control 

25 means 12, an optical system 13. a body case 1 4, and a screen 1 5. The liquid crystal display means 1 1 serves to display 
the image to be displayed by utilizing a liquid crystal material. To be more specific, the liquid crystal display means 1 1 
is irradiated with light emitted from behind the display means 1 1 by the metal halide discharge lamp 5 included in the 
metal halide discharge lamp apparatus and collected by the reflector 6. The image control means 12 serves to drive 
and control the liquid crystal display means 11. In short, the image control means 12 also performs the function of a 

30 television receiver. The liquid crystal display means 1 1 and the image control means 12 are housed in the body; case 
1 4. Further, the optical system 1 3 serves to project the light passing through the liquid crystal display means 1 1 onto 
the screen 15. 

Embodiment 3: v- ; . > ; > . - , 

FIG: 8 is a cross sectional view- or front view, showing a metal halide discharge lamp according to a second embod- 
iment of the present invention. The reference numerals common with FIGS. 3 and 8 denote the same members of the 
discharge lamp and, thus, reference thereto is omitted in the following description. ■ , 

The metal halide discharge lamp of the second embodiment is, also of a, short arc type,, and differs from the dis- 
40 charge lamp of the first embodiment in that, in the second embodiment, the inner volume of the hermetic vessel 1 is as 
small as 0.05 cc. It should also be noted that;-in the second embodiment, ^the hermetic vessel 1 has an inner diameter 
of 4 mm. An electrode coil is not wound about the electrode 2. Further, the distance between the two electrodes is 4.2 
mm. 

The discharge medium used in the second embodiment consisted of a xenon gas sealed at 1 atmosphere, a first 
45 halide including scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) sealed in an amount of 0.14 mg and sodium iodide (Nal) sealed in an amount 
of 0.86 mg, and a second halide shown in Table 5. The second halide was sealed in the hermetic vessel 1 in an amount 
of 1 mg. ! ; - ; ' ■ 9 ' • ' 

The metal halide discharge lamps thus prepared were tested for the lamp voltage, light emitting efficiency, general 
color rendering index, hereinafter referred to as "color rendering properties Ra", and color temperature, with the power 
so input set constant at 35W. Table 5 shows the results together with the results for sample No. i for the conventional metal 
halide discharge lamp. The conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1) was equal to the discharge lamps of the 
present invention, except that 1 mg of mercury was sealed in sample No. 1 in place of the second halide sealed in the 
discharge lamps of the present invention. 
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Tables 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting 
efficiency 

* Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (prior art) 


* 83V 

80 IrrVW 

63 

4120K 

2 

All 3 

62V 

78 Im/W 

65 

3860K 

3 

Fe I2 

70V 

.73 invw 

# l 


4 

Znl 2 

75V 

78 Im/W 

65 

3830K 

5 

Sbl 3 ; 

63V * 

75 Im/W 

66 

3790K, 

, 6 

Mnl 2 

55V 

72 Im/W 

68 

3950K 

7 

Crl 2 : 

58V 

74 Im/W 

65 

3860K 

8 

Gal 3 

59V 

76 Im/W 

66 

3760K 

9 

Rel 3 

61V 

78 Im/W 

64 

3840K 


20 • ' ... ; - ■ • 

As apparent from Table 5, the lamp voltage for the metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention was found 
to be higher than 50V Also, the discharge lamp of the present invention, which was somewhat lower in the light emitting 
efficiency than the prior art (sample No. 1), was found to permit improving the color rendering properties. The experi- 
mental data given in Table 5 clearly supports that the metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention is substan- 
25 tially equal to the prior art in the characteristics under the stationary condition. 

Then, sample No. 3 of the discharge lamp of the present invention and sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge 
lamp were tested for the color rendering properties and the color temperature under the condition that each of these 
discharge lamps was lit with an input power of 15W, 20W, 25W and 30W, with the results as shown in Table 6: 

30 ' • " ■ • ' 

Table 6 


Sample No. 

15W 

20W 

25W 

30W 

1 (Prior Art) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

40 
5640 

45 
4970 

58 
4630 

61 
4350 

3 (Present Invention) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

63 
4530 

64 
4440 

66 
4310 

69 
4240 


As shown in Table 6, the changes in the color temperature and color rendering properties were : 1520K and 23, 
45 respectively, in the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1), where the input power was changed from 35W (see 
Table 5) to 15W. These changes are very large, making it practically impossible to apply light control (dimming) to the 
discharge lamp: 

In the discharge lamp of the present invention (sample No. 3), however, the changes in the color temperature and 
color rendering properties were as small as 320K and 8, respectively, with the result that it is of no difficulty to apply light 
so control to the discharge lamp. 

Further, re-starting of the discharge lamps (samples Nos. 1 and 3) was also evaluated.' In this experiment, sample 
No. 1 0 of a discharge lamp, which was equal to the discharge lamp of sample No. 3 except that a xenon gas was sealed 
in the hermetic vessel at a pressure of 1.33 x 10 4 Pa, was also tested for the restarting voltage. Table 7 shows the 
results: 

55 .*.' -■ 
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Table? 


Sample No.' : , . ~* 

1 (prior art) v 

3 

10 

Re-starting voltage (kV) 

14 

7 

3 


Table 7 clearly shows that the re-starting voltage for the discharge lamp^of the present invention is substantially less 
than half the value for the prior art (sample No. 1). Particularly, a marked improvement was recognized in sample No. 

io 1 0 in which the rare gas (xenon) was sealed at a low pressure without placing a high importance to the rising of the light 
flux. - ; • , 

TIG. 9 is a graph showing the relationship between the sealing pressure of xenon gas and the rising time of the light 
flux in the metal. hal id e discharge lamp according to the second embodiment of the present invention, lathis graph, the 
xenon sealing pressure (atmospheres) is plotted on the abscissa, with the rising time (seconds) of the light flux being 

15 plotted oh the ordinate: As apparent from FIG. 9, the rising timie of the light flux is markedly shortened where the xenon r . 
sealing pressure is higher than oneatmosphere,but is prominently.long where the xenon sealing pressure is lower than 
one atmosphere. ' . . 

FIG. 10 is a graph.showing the relationship between the sealing amount of iron iodide (Fel 2 ) as the second halide 
and the lamp voltage in respect of the metal halide discharge lamp according to the second embodiment of the present 

20 invention. In this graph, the sealing amount of iron iodide (mg/cc) is plotted on the abscissa, with the lamp voltage (V) 
being plotted on the ordinate. FIG. 10 shows that the lamp voltage ^exceeds 3QV where the r Fel 2 sealing amount 
exceeds 1 mg/cc of the inner volume of the hermetic vessel. Incidentally, where the Fel 2 sealing amount .exceeds.200 
.mg/cc of the inner volume of the hermetic vessel, Fel 2 partly fails to be evaporated. The Fel 2 failing to be evaporated •re- 
absorbs light; leading to a low light emitting efficiency of the discharge lamp. - ... - . ' * 

Embodiment 4: ; : ; ; ^- ' ' " ■ ^ 

FIG. 1 1 is a front view showing a metal halide discharge lamp according to a third embodiment of the present inven- 
tion. In this embodiment, a small short arc type metal halide discharge lamp similar to that shown in FIG. 8 is con- 

30 structed to be adapted for mounting in a headlamp for a vehicle such as an automobile. As seen from the drawing, the 
discharge lamp of the third embodiment comprises an outer tube 21 , a base 22 and an insulating tube 23. 

The outer tube 21 is capable of shielding an ultraviolet light. A metal halide discharge lamp 5* substantially equal in 
construction to the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 8 is housed in the outer tube 21 , Also Jrie outer tube 21 , which is fixed 
at both ends to the sealing portions 1 a, is not hermetic but communicates with the outer atmosphere. One sealing por- 

35 tion 1a is mounted to the base 22. The outer lead wire 4 led out of the other end extends in parallel to the outer tube 21 
so as to be introduced into the base 22 and connected to a terminal (not shown) within the base 22. Further, the outer 
lead wire 4 is covered with the insulating tube 23. 

Embodiment 5: - ■ 

40 ...... ■ -■ ; 

FIG. 12 is an oblique view showing a headlamp for a vehicle such as an automobile as a second embodiment of 
the illumination apparatus of the present invention. As shown in the drawing; the headlamp of the present invention 
comprises a reflector 31 and a front cover 32. The reflector 31 is formed of a curved plastic plate having a parabolic 
cross section including a tip on the back surface. A metal halide discharge lamp shown in FIG. 11, which is not shown 
45 in FIG. 12, is attached to or detached from the reflector 31 from the back surface at the tip of the reflector 31. . ^ . 

On. the other hand, the front coyer 32, which is formed of a transparent plastic plate, is mounted io close hermeti- 
cally the front opening of the reflector 31 . Incidentally, a prism or a lens is formed integral with the front cover 32..- 

Embodiment 6: > =- . ; - . ^ * 

50 .:*'.* 

FIG. 13. is a front view showing a metal halide discharge lamp according to a fourth embodiment of the present 

invention. As shown in the drawing, the discharge lamp of the fourth embodiment comprises a light emitting tube 41 , a 

first support band 42, a first conductor frame 43, a flare stem 44, a bimetal and starting resistor 45, a second support 

band 46, a second conductor frame 47, a conductor wire 48, an outer tube 49 and a base 50. 
55 The light emitting tube 41 comprises a slender quartz glass tube having an inner diameter of 20 mm. A pair of main 

electrodes are sealed at both ends of the quartz glass tube. Also, a starting auxiliary electrode is sealed in the vicinity 

of one of the main electrodes. The distance between the main electrodes is set at 42 mm. 

The first support band 42 is fixed to the first conductor frame 43 in a manner to embrace a pinch sealing portion 
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above the light emitting tube 41 in the drawing. The first conductor frame 43, which is fixed to the flare stem 44, serves 
to apply a voltage to the main electrode above the light emitting tube 41 . The flare stem 44 is fixed to a neck portion of 
the outer tube 49. Further, the bimetal or starting resistor 45 forms a starting circuit and serves to apply at the starting 
time a voltage of a polarity opposite to that of the main electrode formed in the vicinity of the starting auxiliary electrode. 

s The second support band 46 is fixed to the second conductor frame 47 in a manner to embrace the pinch sealing 

portion in a lower portion of the light emitting tube 41 in the drawing. The second conductor frame 47 is fixed to a top 
portion of the outer tube 49. Further, the conductor wire 48 is connected at one end to a conductor wire of the flare stem 
44 and at the other end to the second support band 46 so as to be connected to the other main electrode of the light 
emitting tube 41 via the second conductor frame 47. 

io The light emitting tube 41 of the construction described above and the bimetal or starting resistor 45 are mounted 
within the outer tube 49. Further, an initial getter (not shown) is mounted within the outer tube 49 so as to have the impu- 
rity gases within the outer tube 49 adsorbed on the getter. 

Sealed inside the light emitting tube 41 were 3 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 15 mg of sodium iodide (Nal) as 
the first halides. Also sealed was 20 mg of the second halide shown in Table 8 together with 2.66 x 10 3 pa of argon as 

15 a rare gas. As a result, prepared were 1 5 kinds of metal halide discharge lamps. Among these discharge lamps, sample 
No. 14 of the discharge lamp was equal to sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp, except that 5 mg of Znl 2 was further 
sealed in the light emitting tube in sample No; 14. Likewise, sample No. 15 of the discharge lamp was equal to sample 
No. 10 of the discharge lamp, except that 5 mg of Fel 2 was further sealed in the light emitting tube in sample No. 15. 
Each of these samples 14 and 15 was intended to increase the lamp voltage by sealing a plurality of the second halide 

20 compounds in the light emitting tube. * 

For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was also prepared as sample No. 1 by sealing 40 mg 
of mercury in the light emitting tube in place of the second halide specif ied in the present invention. These discharge 
lamps including the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1 ) were lit with the lamp input power set constant at 400W 
for evaluating the lamp voltage, light emitting efficiency, color temperature and color rendering properties. The results 

25 are shown in Table 8: 


Table 8 


35 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting 
efficiency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art 


132 V 

101 Im/W 

62 

4320K 

2 

AII 3 

112V 

96 Im/W 

65 

4120K 

3 

Fel 2 

118V 

95 Im/W 

68 

451 OK 

4 

Znl 2 

120V 

98 Im/W 

65 

4160K 

5 

Sbl 3 

114V 

94 Im/W 

69 

4040K 

6 

Mnl 2 . 

83V 

93 Im/W 

64 

4210K 

7 

Crl 2 

109V 

96 Im/W 

68 

4260K 

8 

Gal 3 . 

125V 

97 Im/W 

67 

4130K 

9 

Rel 3 

103 V 

91 Im/W 

69 

4240K 

. 10 

Mgl 2 

78V 

95 Im/W 

66 

4140K 

11 

Col 2 

118V 

95 Im/W 

68 

4480K 

12 

Nil 2 

109 V 

95 Im/W 

69 

4410K 

13 - 

Bel 2 

95V 

93 Im/W 

63 

421 OK 

14 

All 3 + Znl 2 

137 V 

97 Im/W 

65 

415,0K 

15 

Mgl 2 + Fel 2 . 

* 105V 

95 Im/W 

67 

421 OK 


Let us describe the electrical characteristics of the metal halide discharge lamp according to the fourth embodiment 
of the present invention. 

As apparent from Table 8, the lamp voltage of the conventional metal halide discharge lamp is determined by the 
sealing amount of mercury. On the other hand, the lamp voltage of the discharge lamp according to the fourth embod- 
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• iment of the present invention is determined mainlybythe amount. of evaporation of the second halide. In this case, if 
a heat insulating means is mounted to the light emittingtube,-it is possible to^permit, for example, Fel 2 sealed iasample 
No. 3 of the discharge lamp to be evaporated iman amount 1 required for obtaining a desired lamp voltage. It follows that 
it is possible to obtain a lamp voltage fully comparable with that of the conventional discharge lamp by applying a heat 

5 insulating means to the light emitting tube 41 . 

Then, let us describe the light emitting characteristics. Specifically, in sample No.. 3 of the discharge lamp, a visible 
light is emitted slightly from iron contained in the.second halide of Fel 2 - However, light emission from mercury is not 
observed. In sample No: 3,tthe light emitting efficiency is somewhat lowered. However, the. color rendering properties 
are somewhat improved. It should be noted that, a strong ultraviolet light is emitted if an iron halide is sealed singly-in 

io the light emitting. tube. However, if a first halide is sealed together with the iron halide, the strong emission of the ultra- 
violet light has been found to be markedly weakened, Further, the^ultraviolet light emission is weakened where an iron 
halide is used together with another second halide. >■ . „; : * ■ * ' 

* v As described above, the long arc type metal halide discharge lamp of the present invention also produces Jthe elec- 
trical characteristics and light emitting characteristics of the discharge lamp substantially equal to those produced by 

75 the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein*, though the discharge lampof the present invention is 
substantially free from the mercury sealing, ; , . J - . ? . \ 

- Further, as apparent from samples Nos. 15 and 16, the lamp voltage can be controlled at a- level, similar to thatof 
the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein by sealing together a plurality of second halides con- 
taining different metals. t ; . , " ; : ' " : )>.■< . •■; 

20 Then, samples Nos. 1 and 2 of the discharge lamps equal in construction to the discharge (amp according to the 
fourth embodiment of the present invention were tested for the color rendering properties and the color temperature 
under the condition that each of these discharge lamps was lit with a lamp power of 350W, 300W, 250W and 200W, with 
the results as shown. in Table 9: .■■ • - . e s\ % 

25 ■ •■ ;■. 

Table 9 


Sample No. 

200W 

250W 

300W 

350W 

1 (Prior Art) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

38 
6010 

46 

5630 

54 
5160 

60 
4530 

2 (Present Invention) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) . 
Color Temperature (K) - . 

60 
4560 

* 61 
4450 

,62 
4220 

64 
4100 


As apparent from Table 9, the color temperature is markedly increased and the color rendering properties: are 

40 markedly lowered, with decrease in the lamp power in the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1 ). In the discharge 
lamp of the present invention (sample No. 2), however, the color rendering properties and the color temperature remain 
substantially unchanged in spite of the change in the lamp power, making it possible to perform light control (dimming). 

FIG. 14 is a graph showing the spectral distribution of the conventional long arc typie rrietal halide discharge lamp. 
On the other hand, FIG. 15 is a graph showing the spectral distribution of the long arc type metal halide discharge lamp 

45 according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention. In each of the graphs shown in FIGS. 14 and 15, the wave- », 
length (nm) is plotted oh the abscissa, with a relative discharge power.(%) being plotted on the ordinate. 

FIG. 14 covers sample No.- 1 of the conventional metal halide discharge lamp shown in Table 8. The main bright- 
line spectra are caused by the elements denoted above the arrows in the drawing. To be more specific, the light emitted 
from the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1) consists mainly of light rays emitted from scandium (Sc), sodium 

so (Na) and mercury (Hg). Since scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and sodium iodide (Nal) have a low vapor pressure, the evapora- 
tion amounts of these metal iodides are decreased with decrease in the lamp input jn the conventional discharge lamp 
(sample No. 1). On the other hand, mercury has a high vapor pressure. As a result, mercury is entirely evaporated even 
if the lamp input is decreased to 200W. It follows that, if the lamp power is lowered; the light emission from mercury is 
rendered relatively predominant, leading to increase in the color temperature. What should be noted is that, if the lamp 

55 power is changed for the dimmjng purpose in the conventional discharge lamp, a large change in the color temperature 
is brought about. . • 

When it comes to the metal halide discharge lamp according to the fourth embodiment of the present invention, 
both sodium and scandium are decreased with substantially the same rate in accordance wjth decrease in the lamp 
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power. In addition, since the second halide emits a visible light only slightly, the light emitting characteristics of the metal 
halide discharge lamp are scarcely affected. It follows that the color temperature remains substantially constant regard- 
less of decrease in the lamp power. To be more specif ic, the change in the color temperature was as large as 1690K in 
the conventional discharge lamp (sample No. 1) in contrast to only 440K for the discharge lamp according to the fourth 
5 embodiment of the present invention, when the lamp power was changed from 400W to 200W, as apparent from the 
experimental data given in Tables 8 and 9. 

Embodiment 7: 

10 FIG. 1 6 is a front view showing a cross section of a metal halide discharge lamp according to a fifth embodiment of 
the present invention. As shown in the drawing, the discharge lamp comprises a hermetic vessel 51 , a pair of electrodes 
52, a heat insulating means 53; an outer tube 54, a support band 55, a base 56, and a conductor wire 57. The hermetic 
vessel 51, which is made of a quartz glass, has an inner diameter of 12 mm. Pinch sealing portions 51a are formed on 
both end portions of the hermetic vessel 51 . The electrode 52 is positioned in a central portion of the small diameter 

15 portion at the end of the hermetic vessel 51 . The substrate portion of the electrode 52 is buried in the pinch sealing por- 
tion 51 a so as to permit the electrode 52 to be fixed to the hermetic vessel 51 . Further, the distance between the two 
electrodes 52 is set at 17 mm. - ■ * ; . - 

The heat insulating means 53 is arranged to cover the outer surface of that region of the hermetic vessel 51 which 
surrounds the electrode 52. The outer tube 54 comprises a quartz glass cylinder. The both open ends of the cylinder 

20 are sealed by pinch sealing portions 54a. The hermetic vessel 51 is housed in the outer tube 54 with the support bands 
55, 55 interposed therebetween such that a relatively small free space is formed within the outer tube 54. The base 56 
is fixed to the pinch sealing portion 54a by using a base cement. Further, the pinch sealing portion 54a of the outer tube 
54 is electrically connected to the pinch sealing portion 51a of the hermetic vessel 51 by the conductor wire 57. 

Sealed in the hermetic vessel 51 were 1.5 mg of scandium iodide as a first halide, 7.5 mg of sodium iodide as a 

25 first halide, 2.66 x 10 3 Pa of argon as a rare gas, and 5 mg of the second halide shown in Table 10 so as to prepare a 
metal halide discharge lamp constructed as described above. For comparison, also prepared was a conventional metal 
halide discharge lamp of the same construction, except that 12.5 mg of mercury was sealed in the hermetic vessel 51 
in place of the second halide sealed in the discharge lamp of the present invention. 

Each of the discharge lamps thus prepared was lit at a lamp input of 100W so as to evaluate the lamp voltage, light 

30 emitting efficiency, color temperature, and general color rendering index Ra, with the results as shown in Table 10: 


Table 10 - 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting 
efficiency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art) 


122 V 

71 Im/W 

61 

4120K 

2 

All 3 

112V 

67 Im/W 

65 

4140K 

3 

Fel 2 

110V 

66 Im/W 

67 

4480K 

4 

Znl 2 

111V ' 

68 Im/W 

64 

4160K 

5 

sbi 3 ; 

: J06V 

63 Im/W 

68 

4140K 

' 6 

Mnl 2 

80V 

66 Im/W 

64 

4250K 

7 

Crl 2 

109V. 

' 66 Im/W 

68 

4230K 

■ 8 

■ . Gal 3 .* 

115V 

67 Im/W 

67 

, 4180K 

9 

Col 2 

110 V 

65 Im/W 

66 

4380K 

.10 . 

Nil 2 ... , . 

105 V 

.65 Im/W 

68 

4460K . 


As apparent from Table 10, the metal halide discharge lamp according to the fifth embodiment of the present inven- 
tion, in which mercury is not sealed in the hermetic vessel, produces the electrical and light emitting characteristics sub- 
stantially equal to those produced by the conventional' metal halide discharge lamp having mercury -sealed in the 
55 hermetic vessel. 

Let us describe the pressure during the lighting of the discharge lamp of the fifth embodiment with reference to 
sample No. 2 (present invention) and sample No. 1 (prior art). 

First of all, the pressure during the lighting of the discharge lamp of sample No. 1 (prior art) is proportional to the 
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amount of mercury (the number of mpls) Likewise, the pressure during the lighting of the discharge lamp of sample fsla 
2 (present invention) is proportional tojhe amount of ^aluminum iodide (All 3 ). In terms of the number of mols, the ratio 
of the mercury amountinsample No. 1 to the aluminum iodide amount in sample No. 2 is about 5 :1. It follows that the 
ratio of sample No, 1 to sample No. 2 in terms of the pressure during the lighting of the discharge lamp is also about 5 
5 : 1 . Since the estimated pressure for sample No. .1. is about 1 5 atmosphereSi the pressure for sample No. 2 is about 3 
atmospheres. 

The metal halide discharge lamp gives rise to a problem that the quartz glass forming the light emitting tube reacts 
with the halide, with the result that the quartz glass is rendered brittle during the use of the discharge lamp over a long 
period of time. It follows that the light emitting tube is rendered incapable of withstanding the internal pressure, leading 

io to breakage of the light emitting tube. • . r. . 1 ■ > - 

What should be noted in this connection is that-the light emitting tube is substantially free from, mercury in the dis- 
charge lamp of the present invention. It follows that the internal pressure of the light emitting tube is held low during the 
lighting of the discharge lamp. Naturally,.the danger of the light emitting tube breakage can be markedly suppressed in 
the present invention. > v ^ ; ■ < . , . 

75 Further, sample No. 2 of the metal halide discharge lamp^according to the fifth embodiment of the present. invention 
was tested together with sample No. 1 for the prior art for the rising of the spectral characteristics. Used in this experi- 
ment was a lighting circuit which permits the rising of the light flux to become 1 00% in 8 seconds after the switching on. 
The spectral distribution of the visible light emitted from samples Nos. 1 and 2 , of the discharge lamps was measured 
every second after the switching on by using an instant spectroscope, and chromaticity coordinates for each second 

20 were calculated on the basis of the spectraLdistribution thus measured. . ^ 

FIG. 17 is a graph of chromaticity showing the rising of the spectral characteristics for the metal halide discharge 
lamp according to the fifth embodiment of the present invention ; and for the conventional metal halide discharge larnp. 
In the graph of FIG. 1 7, the x-axis of the chromaticity coordinates is plotted on the abscissa, with the y-axis of the chro- 
maticity coordinates being plotted on the ordinate. The region surrounded by a frame of solid line in FIG. 17 represents 

25 a white region for a headlamp for an automobile, which is specified in Japanese Industrial Standards (JIS). Curve C in 
FIG. 17 represents the rising of the spectral distribution for sample No. 2 of the, metal halide discharge lamp according 
to the fifth embodiment of the present invention. On the other hand, curve D, denotes the rising of the spectral charac- 
teristics for sample No. 2 of the conventional discharge lamp. , v , 
Curve D in the graph clearly shows that the spectral characteristics for the conventional discharge lamp (sample 

30 No. 1 ) were poor in the initial stage,:failing to tell within the white region specified in JIS. This is because mercury v a|one 
emits light in the conventional discharge lamp. It took about one minute for the spectral characteristics to fall within the 
white region. 

On the other hand, the spectral characteristics for the sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp of the present invention 
fell within the white* region immediately after the switching on. This is because light was emitted from both sodium and 
35 scandium. It follows that the metal halide discharge lamp according to the Titih embodiment of the present invention is 
adapted for use in the field in which are required both prompt rising of the light flux and prompt rising of the spectral 
characteristics after the switching on. . > : ; 

Embodiment 8: ■ ■ ; - ' - - - * ........ 

40 " . ' ' 

FIG. 18 is a cross sectional view showing a gist portion of a metal halide discharge lamp according to a sixth 
embodiment of the present invention. As shown in the drawing, the discharge lamp comprises a hermetic vessel 61 1 a 
pair of electrodes 62, a base 63, and an outer lead wire 64. The hermetic vessel 61 is made of a quartz glass and has 
an elliptical cross section. The largest inner diameter of the hermetic vessel 61 is 32 mm. Slender sealing portions 61a 

45 extend outward from both ends of the hermetic vessel 61 . The hermetic vessel 61 is sealed within the sealing portion 
61a with a sealing metal foil made of molybdenum arranged within the sealing portion 61a. An electric current is sup- 
plied to the electrode 62 through the molybdenum foil. The electrode.62 consists of an electrode shaft 62a and a coil 
62b. The proximal end portion of the electrode shaft 62a is buried in and supported by the sealing portion 61a. In this 
embodiment, the distance between the two electrodes 62, 62 is set at 30 mm. The basej63 is mounted to an end portion 

so of the sealing portion 61a by a base cement, and the outer lead wire 64 extends to the outside through a hole formed 
along the axis of the sealing portion 61a. The outer lead wire 64. which is covered with ah insulating film, is provided 
with a connection terminal 64a at the tip. - • 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp by sealing in the hermetic vessel 61 first halides consisting of 4 mg of 
dysprosium bromide (DyBr 3 ), 4 mg of hplmium bromide (HoBr 3 ) ; $nd thulium bromide (TmBr3). Also sealed were 1 .33 

55 x 1 0 4 Pa of argon as a rare gas and 30 mg of a second halide shown in Table 11. 

A conventional metal halide discharge lamp was also prepared similarly for the purpose of comparison, except that 
90 mg of mercury was sealed in the hermetic vessel 61 in place of the second halide.sealed in the discharge lamp of 
the present invention. : . . . . , ..- . 
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The metal halide discharge lamps including the conventional discharge lamp thus prepared were lit under a con- 
stant input power of 2 kW for evaluation of the lamp voltage, light emitting efficiency, color temperature- and general 
color rendering index (Ra), with the results as shown in Table 11: 


Table 1 1 


70 


25 


30 


35 


40 


45 


50 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting 
efficiency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art) 


116V . 

94 Im/W 


5120K 

2 

All 3 

104V 

92 Im/W 

92 

5020K 

3 

Fel 2 

107V 

; 93 Im/W. . 

90 

5220K 

4 

2nl 2 

112V 

92 Im/W 

92 

5340K 

5 

Sbl 3 

106V 

89 Im/W 

92 

5080K 

6 

, Crl 2 

109V. 

90 Im/W 

91 

5020K 

7 

Gal 3 

115V 

90 Im/W 

89 

5220K 

8 

Zrl 4 

116V 

88 Im/W 

93 

5430K 


As apparent from Table 11, it has been confirmed that the "metal halide discharge lamp according to the sixth 
embodiment of the present invention exhibits the electrical and light emitting characteristics substantially equal to those 
produced by the conventional metal halide discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein. 

Let us describe the pressure during the lighting of the metal halide discharge lamp according to the sixth embodi- 
ment of the present invention on the basis of comparison between sample No. 1 , shown in Table 1 1 , of the conventional 
discharge lamp and sample No, 2. shown in Table 1 1 . of the discharge lamp according to the sixth embodiment of the 
present invention. It should be noted that the pressure within the hermetic vessel of the conventional discharge lamp 
(sample No. 1) is proportional to the mercury amount (the number of mols). Likewise, the pressure within the hermetic 
vessel of sample No. 2 of the.discharge lamp of the present invention is proportional to the amount of aluminum iodide 
(AII3). Since the ratio of the mercury amount (the number of mols) in sample No. 1 to the aluminum iodide amount in 
sample No. 2 is 6 : 1 , the pressure within the hermetic vessel in sample No. 2 during the lighting of the discharge lamp 
is 1/6 of that in sample No. 1 . It should be noted that the pressure within the hermetic vessel during the lighting of the 
conventional discharge lamp of sample No. 1 is estimated at 12 atmospheres. It follows that the pressure within the her- 
metic vessel for sample No. 2 of the present invention is about 2 atmospheres; 

The metal halide discharge lamp according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention is designed to be 
adapted for use in a projector. In order to make the projector as compact as possible, the discharge lamp of the sixth 
embodiment is also designed compact. As a result, the tube wall load is high, leading to a high operating temperature 
of the light emitting tube. In a metal halide discharge lamp having a high load, the quartz glass forming the light emitting 
tube vigorously reacts with the halide during the lighting'over a long period of time. The vigorous reaction causes the 
quartz glass brittle so as to make the light emitting tube incapable of withstanding the internal pressure of the light emit- 
ting tube, giving rise to a problem in terms of breakage of the light emitting tube. 

In the discharge lamp according to the sixth embodiment of the present invention; however, the internal pressure 
of the hermetic vessel is low during the lighting of the discharge lamp. It follows that it is possible to suppress markedly 
the danger in respect of breakage of the hermetic vessel. 

What should also be noted is that the projector is used mainly in an athletic field and, thus, an hot restarting is 
required for the metal halide discharge lamp. For the hot re-starting, it is necessary to apply a high pulse voltage to the 
discharge lamp. In sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge lamp, required was 35 kV of a pulse voltage. In samples 
Nos. 2 to 8 of the discharge lamps of the present invention, however, the pulse voltage required for the hot re-starting 
was as low as only at most 8 kV because the internal pressure of the hermetic vessel was low during the lighting of the 
discharge lamp/ ' ' "* - ; ' ■ , . ■ , :* 


Embodiment 9: 


55 


Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal in construction and size to the discharge lamp 
shown in FIG. 1 3. In this embodiment, however, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as follows: 

First halide ... 3 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 15 mg of sodium iodide (Nal); 
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* Second. halide..:, 20 mg of the halides shown in Tabje .12;- ; . ; - . • - | 

Thiid halide ... 3 mg of cesium iodide (Csl); < j ■ 

Rare gas ... 2.66 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas. •* ■ ■ - - . i . ^ ' 

5 For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that cesium iodide was 

not sealed in the discharge lamp. 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge lamps equal* to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 40 mg of mercury was sealed in the discharge lamp. The conventional discharge lamps also include a 
case where cesium iodide was not sealed in the hermetic vessel, 

io The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
lit at a constant lamp input of 400W for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency arid color" rendering properties (general 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 12. Incidentally, 5.32 x 10 4 Pa of nitrogen gas was sealed 
in the outer tube„ included, in any of the discharge lamps tested. 

15 " * -■'..'* •* ■ v . . * - ■■ i ..... . . 

Table 12 


Sample No. 

Csl 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency. (Im/W) 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

;1 (Prior Art) 

a . 

.. none 


101 



b. 

.. sealed 



61 

2 

a . 

.. none 

All 3 • 

96 

65" 


b . 

.. sealed 


• j 106 ;,\ 

67 ' 

3 

a . 

none 

Znl 2 

94 

68 


b. 

sealed 


.. ,.108 ' . 

70 

4 

a : 

none 

- Gal 3 - 

. • , 97 

67 


b. 

.. sealed 


107; 

• 70 " 


As apparent from Table 12, the light emitting efficiency is somewhat lowered by the cesium iodide sealing in the 
conventional metal halide discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein. f ■ * 

35 Also, in the comparative cases where cesium iodide was not sealed, i.e., case "a" for each of samples Nos. 2 to 4, 
the light emitting efficiency was found lower than that for the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed 
therein. - .. . . \ ' ■/ r * * w. ; r - . 

On the other hand, the discharge iampof the present invention,, i.e., case "b" for each of samples Nos. 2 to 4, was 
found to be superior to the conventional discharge lamp in the light emitting efficiency. It should be noted in \h\s connec- 

40 tion that, in the conventional discharge lamp, the light is emitted from mercury as well as from sodium and scandium, 
and that mercury is low in the light emitting efficiency, as described previously, .leading to the low light emitting efficiency 
of the conventional discharge lamp. In the discharge lamp according to this embodiment of the present invention, how- 
ever, the energy consumed for the light emission is not distributed to mercury but is distributed to the light emitting metal 
alone, with the result that the light emitting efficiency for the present invention, is clearly improved, compared with the 

45 prior art. > . . „ v • ■ ' t > " 

Further, the discharge lamp according to the present invention is somewhat superior to the comparative case, i.e., 
case "a" for samples Nos. 2 to 4, in the color rendering properties, tod . , 

Embodiment 10: / . , - .... ' r . : \. ; - • 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal in construction to the discharge lamp shown in 
FIG. 13. In this embodiment, however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 12 mm, 
and the distance between the two electrodes was 1 7 mm. Further, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp 
was as follows: 

55 _ r. ■ • *r . \ C ' 

First halide ... 1.5 mg of scandium iodide (ScJ 3 ) and 17.5 mg of sodium iodide (Na I); 
Second halide ... 5 mg of the halides shown in Table 13; 

Third halide ... 1.5 mg of cesium iodide (Csl); r >, . : • . . 
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10 


Rare gas ... 2.66 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas. 


For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that cesium iodide was 
not sealed in the discharge lamp. 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge lamps equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 1 2.5 mg of mercury was sealed in the discharge lamp. The conventional discharge lamps also include 
a case where cesium iodide was not sealed in the light emitting tube. 

The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
lit at a constant lamp input of 1 00W for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering properties (general 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 13. Incidentally, 5.32 x 10 4 Pa of nitrogen gas was sealed 
in the light emitting tube included in any of the discharge lamps tested. 


Table 13 


75 


20 


25 


30 


35 


Sample No. 

Csl 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

1 (Prior Art) 

a . 

.. none 


71 

61 


b. 

. sealed 


69 

60 

2 

a . 

. none 

All 3 

67 

65 


b . 

. sealed 


77 

66 

3 

a . 

. none 

Nil 2 

65 

68 


b.. 

. sealed 


76 

68 

4 

a .. 

. none 

Mnl 2 

68 

64 



. sealed. 


77 

63 . | 


The tendencies similar to those for Embodiment 9 were also recognized in this Embodiment 1 0, too. 
Embodiment 1 1 : 

^ P !!?? re ? WaS 3 m6tal halide discnar 9 e ,am P substantially equal in construction to the discharge lamp shown in 
!2 u J" embod,ment ' however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 25 mm 
and thed.stance between the two electrodes was 60 mm. Further, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp 
was as follows: » k 


40 First halide ... 12 mg ol dysprosium iodide (Dy fc) and 3 mg of thallium iodide (Til); 
Second halide ... 40 mg of the halides shown in Table 14; 
Third halide ... 1 5 mg of cesium iodide (Csl); 
Rare gas ... 2.39 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas. 

45 For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that cesium iodide was 
not sealed in the discharge lamp. 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge lamps equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 150 mg of mercury was sealed in the discharge lamp. The conventional discharge lamps also include 
a case where cesium iodide was not sealed in the light emitting tube. 

so The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
lit at a constant lamp input of 1 kW for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering properties (general 
cotor rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 14. Incidentally, 5.32 * 10 4 Pa of nitrogen gas was sealed 
in the outer tube included in any of the discharge lamps tested: 


55 
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F , . Table 14 


Sample No. 


Csl 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 

■ Color rendering 







1 (Prior Art) 

a . 

. none 


81 



h 



, \ bo 1 ' ■„ 


"V. 2 

a . 

.. none 

Al'l 3 

74 ; • 

.92 


b. 

.. sealed 


- 88 J, , , 


3 

a . 

none 

Sbl 3 

76 

91 


b. 

sealed 


87 

92 

4 - 

a . 

none 

Fel 2 : 

75 

92 , 



.. sealed 


86 

92 


The tendencies similar to those for Embodiments 9 and 10 were also, recognized in this Embodiment 1 1 , too. 

20 v . ■' ' 1 ^. .......... ... ....... ...... .. . 

Embodiment 12: > 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal in'construction to the discharge lamp shown in 
FIG. 18. In this embodiment, however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 32 mm, 
25 and the distance between the two electrodes was 30 mm. Further, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp 
was as follows: * 1 . . , 

First halide ... 4 mg of dysprosium bromide (DyBr 4 ), 4 mg of holmium bromide (HoBr 3 ) and 4 mg of thulium bromide 
(TmBr 3 ); 

30 Second halide ... 30 mg of the halides shown in Table 15; 

Third halide ... 5 mg of cesium iodide (Csl); ^ * : • .1 

Rare gas ... 1 .33 x 10 4 Pa of argon gas. 

For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that cesium iodide was 
ss not sealed in the discharge lamp. . : - * v > ■ 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge Jamps equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 90 mg of mercury was sealed in the discharge lamp. The conventional 'discharge lamps also include a 
case where cesium iodide was not sealed in the light emitting tube. 

The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
40 lit at a constant lamp input of 2 kW for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering properties (general " 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 15. - 1 >•■. 


Table 15 


Sample No. 

l Csl 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering 1 
properties (Ra) 

' 1 (Prior Art) 

a . 

..none 


94 

91 v . 


b. 

sealed 


93 

v - . 92 - - 

2 

a . 

none 

- Al '3 

.87 ; ;/ 

' r'.". 9 ?.. 


b. 

sealed 


101 . 

. .93 

3 

a . 

.. none 

Mnl 2 

: 86 

'90 


b. 

.. sealed 


100 

92 

4 

a . 

.. none 

Fel 2 

88 

92 


b. 

.. sealed 


102 

93 
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10 


15 


The tendencies similar to those for Embodiments 9 to 11 were also recognized in this Embodiment 12, too. 
Embodiment 13: 

. Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal in construction to the discharge lamp shown in 
FIG. 13. In this embodiment, however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 20 mm 
and the distance between the two electrodes was 42 mm. Further, the inner space of the outer tube 49 was held at a 
vacuum condition of 1 .33 x 10" 2 Pa or less. Still further, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as fol- 
lows: 

First halide ... 3 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 15 mg of sodium iodide (Nal); 
Second halide ... 20 mg of the halides shown in Table 16; 
Rare gas ... 2.66 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas. 

For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that 5 32 x 10 4 Pa of 
nitrogen gas was sealed in the outer tube 49 of the discharge lamp. 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide. discharge lamps equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 40 mg of mercury was sealed in the light emitting tube 41. The conventional discharge lamps also 
include a case where nitrogen gas was not sealed in the outer tube 49. 

The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
lit at a constant lamp input of 400W for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering properties (general 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 16. 


25 


30 


35 


40 


Table 16 


Sample No. 

Inner space of outer 
tube 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

1 (Prior Art) 

a ... N 2 gas 


101 

62 


b vacuum 


103 

63 

2 

a ... N 2 gas 

All 3 

96 

65 


b ... vacuum 


106 

67 

3 

a ... N 2 gas 

Fel 2 

95 

68 


b ... vacuum 


107 ^ 

70 

4 

a ... N 2 gas 

Gal 3 . 

97 

67 


b ... vacuum 


108 

69 


45 


50 


55 


As apparent from Table 16, in sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein an 
appreciable difference in any of the light emitting efficiency and the color rendering properties Ra is not recognized 
between case "a" where a nitrogen gas was sealed in the outer tube and case "b" where the inner space of the outer 
tube was held at a vacuum condition. • 

On the other hand, in any of samples Nos. 2 to 4 of the discharge lamps in which mercury was not sealed the light 
emitting efficiency for case "b" where the inner space of the outer tube was held at a vacuum condition was clearly 
higher than that for case "a" where a nitrogen gas was sealed in the outer tube. In other words, the discharge lamp of 
the present invention in which the inner space of the outer tube is held at a vacuum condition is clearly advantageous 
in the light emitting efficiency over the conventional discharge lamp. It should be noted in this connection that mercury 
also emits light in the conventional discharge lamp in addition to the light emission from sodium and scandium and that 
mercury is low in the light emitting efficiency, as described previously. In the present invention, however all the light 
emitting energy is distributed to the light emitting metals contained in the first halides. leading to the high light emitting 
efficiency. Further, the discharge lamp according to Embodiment 13 was found somewhat superior to the conventional 
discharge lamp in the color rendering properties, too. 

The tendencies similar to those for Embodiments 9 to 1 1 were also recognized in this Embodiment 13. too. 
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Embodiment 14: -■' ■ ' •■*.-. : : . ... v.: . ».... - . 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge tamp substantially equal in construction to the discharge lamp shown in 
FIG. 13. In this embodiment, however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 12 mm, 
5 and the distance between the two electrodes was 17 mm. Further, the inner-space of the outer tube 49.was held at a 
vacuum condition of 1 . 33 x 10" 2 Pa or less. Still. further, the discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as fol- 
lows:' ' *' ' "* > • ■ ■■' ' ' - 

First halide ... 1.5 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 7.5 mg of sodium iodide (Nal); 
io Second halide ... 5 mg of the halides shown in Table 1 7; 

Rare gas ... 2.66 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas;- ' - - '. v : - 

For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly; prepared, except that 5.32 x 10 4 Pa of 
nitrogen gas was sealed in the outer tube 49 of the discharge lamp. 
is Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge, lamps equal to the discharge lamp. of the present inven- 
tion, except that 12.5 mg of mercury was sealed in the light emitting :tube AY. The conventional discharge lamps also 
include a case where nitrogen gas was not sealed in the outer tube 49 to keep at a vacuum condition the inner space 
of the outer tube 49. r! ■ " - - '■■ * 1 

The discharge lamps thus prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps -were 
20 lit at a constant lamp input of 100W for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering properties (general 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table- 17: ■ <- .* -i; ■ 


Table 17 


Sample No. 

Inner space of outer 
tube * 

Second halide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering 
properties.(Ra) 

1 (Prior Art) 

a - N2 9 as 


71 ; 

61 


b ... vacuum 


74 ' 

64 : ; 

2 

a ... N 2 gas 

AII3 

67 ' ' ' 

65 


b ... vacuum 


77 

67 

3 

a ... N 2 gas 

Nil 2 

65 4 ' 

; 68 _ ; 


b ... vacuum 


76 

70 

4 ^ 

a...N 2 gas 


. 68 . 

64 


b ... vacuum 


79 

66 


The tendencies similar to those for Embodiments 13 were also recognized in this Embodiment 14, too. 
Embodiment 15: : >i ' • v , yi : • ; , . ; 

45 Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal in construction. to the discharge lamp shown in 
FIG. 13. In this embodiment, however, the light emitting tube of the discharge lamp had an inner diameter of 25 mm, 
and the distance between the two electrodes was 60 mm. Further, the inner space of the outer tube 49 was held at a 
vacuum condition of 1 .33 x .10' 2 Pa: or less. Still further, the discharge medium sealed.in the discharge lamp was as fol- 
lows: ' . ' • ■ * - * " . " :f - . - w i ..}>••:•. * - . : 

so , . . 'i ■ . ' i ' . V- *i . • .* • :• • •.. 

First halide ... 12 mg of dysprosium iodide (Dyl 3 ) and 3 mg of thallium jodide,{TI I); . ■ 

Second halide. ... 40 mg of the halides.shown in Table 18; . > ^ >, 

Rare gas... 2.39 x 10? Pa of argon gas: : / :' J , - - . ■. 

55 For comparison, a conventional metal halide discharge lamp was similarly prepared, except that 5.32 x 10? Pa of 
nitrogen gas was sealed in the outer tube 49 of the discharge lamp. . ; . . , ; . 

Also prepared were conventional metal halide discharge lamps equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 150 mg of mercury was sealed in the light emitting tube 41. The conventional discharge lamps also 
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of C t£e o^fub^r nltr ° 9en ^ Seal6d ^ 49 10 keeP 3t a VaCUUm condrtion me inner s P* ce 

lit o*? 6 di f h ^ ge ,amps ^ us Prepared including the comparative cases and the conventional discharge lamps were 
ht at a constant lamp ,nput of 1 kW for evaluation of the light emitting efficiency and color rendering propertiesTgeS 
color rendering index Ra), with the results as shown in Table 18. . . °P e ™ es (general 


Table 18 


w 


20 


25 


30 


35 


40 


50 


55 


Sample, No, 

Inner space of outer 
' tube 

Second haiide 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

1 (Prior Art) 

a...N 2 gas 


81 

92 


b ... vacuum 


83 

93 

2 

a... N 2 gas 

All 3 . . 

7 * 

92 


b ... vacuum 


88 

93 

3 

a...N 2 gas, . 

Sbl 3 . 

76 

91 


b ... vacuum 


. 87 

92 

4 " 

a ... N 2 gas 

Mnl 2 

75 

92 


b ... vacuum 


86 

92 


15. too. 6 t6ndenCieS substantia,| V ***** t° *ose Embodiments 13 and 14 were also recognized in this Embodiment 
Embodiment ifi ' 

invention ^ f^n^ 3 mete ' haHde diSChafge ' amp aCCOrdin 9 t0 a seventh embodiment of the present 

T ? mera ' S COmm ° n W ' th F ' GS - 13 and 19 denote the same me mbers of the discharge lamp 
SiSSSfST ' S •2??o" * u 6 fo " 0Win9 descri P« on - ™* sev enth embodiment shown in FIG. 1? differ^ 

dc cu^r ,n Q ,n 1 dischar9e lamp shtwn ih FIG - 19 is * a ,on 9 arc »yp e and is » b y a 

tmJk!J! T 0 ' 6 ^i!^! 0, thS ' i9ht emittin9 tube 41 has an in "er diameter of 18 mm. A cathode 41a and an auxiliary elec- 
? Vi th 10 one end of ,he «0ht emitting tube 41. with an anode 41c being sealed to the otheTei^of the 

T 4 w C ° nSiSfe * 3 tUh9Sten rbd havi "9 a diameter of 1 mm ^d a length of 15 mm ^e Tngs en 
l^^i k i 8 tUn9Sten WirS h3Ving 3 diameter of 0 4 mm is *"* the tungsten rod The auxS 

£££ ?££^TT ,T T 3 diamet6r ° f ° 3 ^ 711986 Cath0de 41a ' aux « ia " electee 41b and 
^2 J !? connected respectively to a sealing foil 4id made of molybdenum and hermetically buried inside a seal- 
ing portion 41 e. The anode 41 c is connected to a base 50 through the sealing foil 41 e. a inductor wi e^S and a fSl 

£1? ^Tl e ',! Clr0de 41b iS C ° meCted t0 * e COnductor wire 48 ' thra "9" * starting resistoTS The 
41a is connected to the base 50 through the cbnductorwire 48" and the flare stem 44. The distance r^een thTcS, 
ode and the anode is set at 40 mm. A heat insulating film 41f consisting essentially of platinum is fon^Tat an ercS- 
*on of the hght emitting tube 41 on the side of the cathode 41a. Further, the Zer Elbe 49 ^Tofa g^Ze 
having an inner diameter of 40 mm. The inner space of the outer tube 49 is held at a vacuum condition 
The discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as follows: 

First haiide ... 3 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and. 15 mg of sodium iodide (Nal)- 
Second haiide ... 20 mg of the halides shown in Table 19- 
Rare gas ... 3.72 x 10 3 Pa of argon gas. 

For comparison, a conventional metal haiide discharge lamp was similarly prepared except that 40 mo of mercurv 
was sealed in the light emitting tube 41 of the discharge lamp ' 9 ^ 

invemron^Tpl 3 ^ 6 ' 6 ^ Nos 2 to 4 °' the seventh embodiment of the present 

invention Also, three discharge lamps were prepared for sample-No. 1 of the prior art The discharae tamos thus nr* 

uS n £ 6 COnventiona, dischar se <amps were lit by a DC current at a 'constant/a^ ^^JSZttZZ 
uabon of the light emitting efficiency (Im/W). lamp voltage (V), color temperature (K), and colo^endering propeSes 
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(general color rendering index Ra), with the results,as shown Jn Table 19. : 


' V table 19' 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

r Color rendering, 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art) 


132 V 

101 Im/W 

62 

4320K 

2 

~ AH 3l 

112V 

96lm/VV 


4120K 

3 

. 2nl 2 

1 20V 

98 Im/W 

65 

4160K 

4 ; 

Gal 3 

125 V 

97 Im/W 

: 67. 

. 4130K 


15 As apparent from Table 19, the metal halide discharge lamp according to the seventh embodiment of the present 
invention, which is somewhat inferior in the light emitting efficiency to the conventional discharge lamp, is fully compa- 
rable with the conventional discharge lamp in the other characteristics of the discharge lamp. 

Then, sample No. 3 of the discharge lamp of the present invention and sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge 
lamp were tested for the color rendering properties and the color temperature under the condition that each of these 

20 discharge lamps was lit with an input power of 200W; 250W and 300W, with the results as shown in Table 20: 


Table 20 


Sample No. 

200W 

250W 

300W 

1 (prior Art) 




Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

38 
6010 

46 
5680 

57 
5210 

3 (Present Invention), 




Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

59- 
,4500 

62 
4210 

63 
4150 


As apparent from Table 20, the color rendering properties Ra was lowered and the, color, temperature (K) was 
increased in the conventional discharge lamp with decrease of the lamp input from the rated; value. In the discharge 
lamp of the present invention, however„the changes in tricolor rendering properties Ra and the color temperature (K) 
were maintained substantially constant in spite of the change in the input power, supporting that the discharge lamp of 

40 the present invention is suitable for the dimming. 

Further, each of the conventional discharge lamp and the discharge lamps of the present invention was subjected 
to a horizontal lighting under the condition that each lamp was kept lit for 2, hours at 400W, which was 1 0% higher than 
the rated power, followed by keeping the light put out for 10 minutes, sp as to look into the occurrence of ruptureof the 
light emitting tube and the hot restarting voltage after put-put of the light for 2 secpnds during the lighting at a rated input 

45 power. Rupture of the Jight emitting tube was not found at all even after the lighting for about 2,500 hours. On the other 
hand, the average values of the hot re-starting voltage were as shown in Table 21 : : . r , ■ ■ f ( 


Table 21 


Sample No. 

Second Halide, 

Re-starting Voltage (kV) 

1 (Prior Art) 


i-8 , K : • 

2 

All 3 

J 0.89 ■ . ■ 

3 

Znl 2 

0.8 

4 

Gal 3 

: .'. . 10 
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^^^^^^^^^^^^ L» On «. 

» the discharge larrp „,s co^m „ te ^^JS^ ™ SSSSilS ^ " M °" : "* ^ 
Embodiment 17 

2rlH?S e , h °" 1 « ° f scandium iodide (Sc« and 0.7 mg of sodium iodide (Nan- 
Second halide ... 0.4 mg of the halides shown in Table 22 
Rare gas ... 5 atmospheres of xenon gas. 

add£n To ll^^SST^ ^ ha ' ide diSCh ^ 9e ,3mP P ^ red * *" th " «*» 1 -9 - mercury in 

aconstant^ 
eraico-orrenX^^^ 


15 


Table 22 


25 • 

Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 


1 (Prior Art) 


83V 

87 Im/W 

63 

4120K 


2 

All * 

65V 

81 Im/W 

68 

3960K 

30 

3 

:■ Fe, 2 

70V - 

79 Im/W 

,71 

4210K 


4 

• 2nl 2 

75V 

81 Im/W 

65 

3830K 


5 \ 

Mn, 2 

66 V 

81 Im/W 

65 

4230K 

35 * 

- .-6^ 

~~ Gal^ " 

76V 

78 Im/W 

65 

4330K 


40 


45 


SO 


55 


ch^^cs^sz? ss^es." m6 :r in the conventiona ' discharge ,am »- in tne *- 

halide. it Sows that a T^SS * IT*"* by eva P° raton «««• of the second 

invention by applying a the discharge .amp of me present 

age for the discharge lamp of the present invention Jal^SSS? J?**?"* Tat * B ^ the lamp volt - 
lamp. However, since the lamp v«teZ s T2 Z S^hlT h T **" ^ the conve n«<™' discharge 
rise to any practical problembecause ^JSZ??!?' d,SChargt? lamp °* *• P^nt invention does not give 
lamp of tli type. A.so th SSSSto SEE?*? 8 ' S U8ed for ' ightin9 3 Sma " metal ha,ide 
-amp in the £ emit^ E^H^Sr SiscSSr ^ ,0 4,16 conve ""™' discharge 

d™™ 

discharge lamp of fc^^^t^J^ ^"H"- th6 ehmm - He ^ *» the 

charge lamp. The numbers put near the measuZ t f^ 9 for *» conventional dis- 

after the lighting of the discharae larm u*£?n^ * ° f **** Curves E and F denote the «™ (seconds) 
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range in 18. seconds after the lighting. .: . .. ^ \\., ;-y >. . . «. >. y ... * 

Further, each of sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp of the present invention and sample No. 1 of the conventional 
discharge lamp was lit at ? a lamp input power :of 15W;20W? 25W and 30W for evaluation of the general color rendering 
index Ra and the color temperature (K), with the results as shown in Table 23: 


Table 23 


Sample No. 

15W 

20W 

25W 

30W 

1 (Prior Art) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

40 
5640 

45 
4970 

58 
4630 

61 
4350 

2 (Present Invention) 





Color Rendering Properties (Ra) 
Color Temperature (K) 

63 
4280 

64 
4220 

65 
4110 

66 
4040 


20 Sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge lamp has a high mercury vapor pressure, with the result that mercury 
is entirely in an evaporated state even if the lamp input power is lowered to 15W. It follows that the light emission from 
mercury is rendered predominant with decrease in the lamp input power so as to increase the color temperature and to 
lower the color rendering properties. It may be of no difficulty to understand that the conventional discharge lamp is 
unsuitable for the dimming in the practicarsense. 

25 > On the other hand, both the color rendering properties and the color temperature remain substantially unchanged 
regardless of change in the lampinput power in the sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp of the present inventioa.CI early, 
the discharge lamp of the present invention is sufficiently adapted for the dimming. 

Further, the re-starting voltage in the step of hot re-starting of the discharge lamp was measured for each of the 
discharge lamps of the present invention and the conventional discharge lamp, with the results as shown in Table 24. 

30 r For measuring the re-starting voltage, the discharge lamp was kept lit for 30 minutes, followed by putting ; out the lamp 
! and, then, re-starting the lighting of the lamp/ It should be noted that, if the discharge lamp is kept put out for a longer 
time.-the electrode temperature is lowered so as to make it difficult for the discharge lamp to be re-started. On the other 
hand, the vapor pressures of mercury and the metal halide within the light emitting tube are lowered with increase in 
* the time during which the discharge lamp is kept put out, with the result that the re-starting of the discharge lamp is facil- 

35 itated. Because of these contradictory tendencies, it is most difficult for the discharge lamp to be re-started in the case 
where the discharge lamp is kept put out for about 10 seconds. 


Table 24 


Sample No. 

Second Halide 

Re-starting voltage (kV) 

' 1 (Prior Art) 


'15.2 

2 

All 3 ; 

8.7 ;. 

' 3* 

Fel 2 

9.1 

4 

2nl 2 


5 

Mnl 2 

9.3 

6 . : lf 

Gal 3 



The starting voltage for sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge lamp was found to be high because the mercury 
vapor pressure of the discharge lamp remained to be high. , < - ; /- . , 

On the other hand, the vapor pressure of the metal contained in the second metal halide .was clearly lower than the 
55 vapor pressure of mercury during the steady lighting time in samples Nos ; 2 to 6 of the discharge lamps of the present 
invention. Nevertheless, the difference between the vapor pressure of the meta! contained in the second halide and the 
mercury vapor pressure is minimized in 1 Q seconds after the discharge lamp is put out. This indicates that the discharge 
lamp of the present invention is quite satisfactory in the re-starting characteristics, compared with the conventional dis- 
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charge lamp having mercury sealed therein 

Chaw lam p was U w» a iKpU, P<»wa^ S oT3 5 ^S« ea l9 0 l e ^,' ,n, ' ^ <" 5 ' 


10 


Table 25 


20 


25 


35 


40 


sample No. 

Second Halide 

Color temp. (K) on 
anode side 

Color temp. (K) on 
cathode side ' 

1 (Prior Art) 


5330 

3720 

2 

All 3 

4210 

3840 

3 

Fel 2 

4420 

4010 

4 

2nl 2 

4080 

3650 

5 

Mnl 2 

4450 

4060 

6 

Gal 3 

4530 

4130 


be put 10 wactical use saWactorily 0,6 <""'««• "»"•> « «» Oesem invention can 

30 Embodiment 1ft- 

a«efo^ * diSChar9S Sh0w " in "G. 1 1 -d suit- 

the sealing portions 1a,T£of *eTgh, erX !b t " b * 21 hermetica »y ^.ed to 

condition. The discharge I^^«SISS^^^^^ * * , B outar tube 21 — held * ■ vacuum 
tion including the dSsctargJ^m^S^i; SS, 1£? ♦ k P ° f Embodiment 1 7 in the other construc- 

equal to the oonmSSSSmS^^^ 9 b& MS ° Pr6pared W3S a co ™»*°nal discharge lamp 
atacuum conditi^ 9 P ° Embod,ment 1 7 ; exce * *at the inner space of the outer tube was heldat 

voKage^JgT^ th6 —tioha. discharge lamp was tested for the .amp 

temperature £). withte SuTaslhSn £ 9 ^ ^ Ra ; and 


Table 26 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

1 Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art) 


84 V 

89lm/W 

63 . . 

401 OK 

2 

AII3 

70 V 

94lm/W 

68 

3890K 

3 

Fel 2 

: 76V - . 

. 91 Im/W 

73 

4120K 

4 

Znl 2 

81V 

91 Im/W ■ 

68 

3720K 

5 

Mnl 2 

71V 

92 Im/W 

67 

4110K 

6 

Gal 3 

80V 

90 Im/W 

65 

4330K 


45 


50 


55 


in the discharge lamp of the present invention, the lamp voltage is increased and the light emrtting efficiency is 
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markedly improved by establishing a vacuum condition in the inner space -pi the, outer tube. In the conventional dis- 
charge lamp, however, improvements in the lamp voltage and the light emitting efficiency were achieved only slightly. 

Embodiment 19: , . ' , . < . : :. - f 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp equal jn . construction and size to the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 8 
and adapted for use in a headlamp of a vehicle. Discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as follows: 

First halide ... 0.14 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 0.7 mg of sodium iodide (Nal); 
w Second halide ... 0.4 mg of zinc iodide (Znl 2 ) and 0.1 mg.of the halides shown in Table 27;- 
Rare gas ... 5 atmospheres of xenon gas. 

Each of the discharge lamps of the present invention thus prepared was tested for the lamp voltage (V), light emit- 
ting efficiency (Im/W), color rendering properties (general color rendering index Ra); and color temperature (K), with the 
75 results as shown in Table 27. ~ r - : ~ * 

. ... " Table 27 „ . . ; .„ . . _ 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

. Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 

Mgl 2 

88V 

81 Im/W 

65 

3890K 

2 

Nil 2 

91V. 

.80: Im/W ' 

. - 66 ; 

, 3990K , * 

3 1 

Col 2 

" 88V 

82 Im/W 

67 1 

4020K 

4 

Crfe 

96V 

82 Im/VV .. 

r ,.-64, 

,411 OK 

5 

Sbl 3 ' 

83V * 

79 Im/W v 

: 66 . 

381 OK 

6 

Rel 2 

86V 

80 Im/W 

66 

3960K 


30 ' : - ■ ■ - 

The second halide, which has a vapor pressure lower than that of mercury in general; contributes more greatly to 
formation of the lamp voltage than mercury under the same vapor pressure. 

However, mercury, which always has a high vapor pressure, is evaporated completely when sealed iaa small metal 
35 halide discharge lamp having a small load, e:g., rate lamp power ptat most 100W, which is used in, for example, a head- 
lamp for a vehicle. Therefore, the lamp voltage can be controlled by controlling the sealing amount of mercury., 

- On the other hand, .when it comes to the discharge lamp of the present invention in which a second halide is sealed 
in place of mercury, the vapor pressure of the sealed halide reaches a saturation before the halide ispompletely evap- 
orated, making it impossible to further increase the lamp voltage, j...... 

40 t However, the lamp voltage can be further increased by sealing a plurality ol second halides as in this Embodiment 
19. To be more specific, when the vapor pressure of one of the second halides has reached a saturation, evaporation 
of the other second halide contributes to the increase in the lamp voltage. It follows that the lamp voltage in the case of 
sealing a plurality of second halides is made higher than that in the case of sealing only a single kind of the second hal- 
ide. 

Embodiment 20: , . ; . . j 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp equal in construction and size to the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 8 
and adapted for use in a headlamp of a vehicle. Discharge medium sealed in the discharge lamp was as follows: 

50 - ... ■ . ^ .... ... . . ■ 

First halide ... 0.14 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 0.7 mg of sodiunriodide (Nal); 
Second halide . .. 0.4 mg of the halides shown in Table 28; 
* Third halide ... 0.1 mg of cesitim iodide (Csl); - - -r 

Rare gas ... 5 atmospheres of xenon gas. 

" Also prepared was a conventional metal halide discharge lamp equal to the discharge lamp of the present inven- 
tion, except that 1 mg of mercury was sealed in the discharge lamp in place of the second halide used in the discharge 
lamp of the present invention. . , - 
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was 


Each of the discharge lamps of the present invention and the conventional discharge lamp thus prepared ,.«>o 
tes ed for the lamp voltage (V). light emitting efficiency (Im/W), color rendering properties (general color rendering index 
Ra). and color temperature (K), with the results as shown in Table 28. 


Table 28 


Sample No. 

Second halide 

Lamp voltage 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature 

1 (Prior Art) 


83V 

86 Im/W 

63 

4140K 

2 

All 3 

63V 

93 Im/W 

68 

3940K 

3 

Fel 2 

68V 

92 Im/W 

70 

4180K 

4 

2nl 2 . 

73V . 

94 Im/W , 

,66 

3800K 

5 

Mnl 2 

65V 

94 Im/W 

65 

4200K 

6 

Gal 3 

75V 

92 Im/W 

65 

4310K 


10 


15 


25 


30 


In this embodiment, cesium iodide.Csl was added as a third halide. Although the Csl addition did not bring about 
appreciable changes in the color rendering properties Ra and the color temperature, the temperature distribution of the 
arc is flattened by the Csl addition so as to suppress the heal loss and. thus, to improve the light emitting efficiency. In 
the prior art having mercury sealed therein.however. an improvement in the light emitting efficiency was not recognized 
in spite of the third halide addition. 

J* r h ^ U ' d a ' SO be n ° ted present invention - mercur y which is low in its light emitting efficiency is not sealed 

in the light em.tt.ng tube so as to make the present invention higher in its light emitting efficiency than the prior art 

Further, an additjonal experiment was conducted in which the sealing amount of the third halide. i.e. . cesium iodide 
(Csl) was changed in sample No. 3 of the discharge lamp of the present invention shown in Table 28 so as to measure 
the changes in the light emitting efficiency (Im/W), with the results as shown in Table 29: 

Table 29 


35 


Csl (mg) 

0. 005 

0.01 

0.05 

0.1 

LEE* (lm/W) 

83 

85 

88 

92 


(continued) 


40 


Csl (mg) 

0.3 

0.5 

1.0 

2.0 

2.5 

LEE* (lm/W) 

91 

90 

89 

84 

79 


* LEE .. Light , Emitting Efficiency 


n , AS !^! rent fr ° m TaWe 29 ' thS Csl addi,i0n is effective rt the addition amount is 0.01 mg or more. By contraries if 
„ „ " . ac * dad «f«~ly. the vapor pressure of the light emitting metal is lowered, with the result that the light emitting 
so eTrect is lowered. . 59 

Further the discharge lamps shown in Table 28 were subjected to hot a re-starting test under the conditions equal 
to those in Embodiment 17 so as to measure the re-starting voltage, with the results as shown in Table 30: 


55 


Table 30 


Sample No. 

Second Halide 

Re-starting Voltage (kV) 

1 (Prior Art) 


I 5 - 2 
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. ' K't >;■ f • : :r- Table 30 (continued). ... u ' 


Sample No. 

Second Halide 

Re-starting Voltage (kV) 

2 

All 3 

9.2 

3 

Fel 2 

9.6 

4 

\ ; Znl 2 

: „ 10.1 * ; 

5 

Mnl 2 

9.8 

6 

Gal 3 

8.9 


The discharge lamp of the present invention is markedly lower in the re-starting voltage than the prior art having 
mercury sealed in the light emitting tube, but is somewhat higher in the re-starting voltage than the case where the third 
halide of cesium iodide (Csl) is not sealed in the light emitting tube. However, the re-starting voltage shown in Table 30, 
75 which is required in the discharge lamp of the present invention, does not produce any practical problem; 

Embodiment 21 : : 

FIG. 21 is a front view showing a metal halide discharge lamp according to an eighth embodiment of the present 

20 invention. The reference numerals common with FIGS. 8 and 21 denote the sarneimembers of the discharge lamp and, 
thus, reference thereto is omitted in the following description. The eighth embodiment shown in FIG: 21 -equal to the 
embodiment shown in FIG. 8 in that the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 21 is suitable for use. in a headlamp for a vehicle, 
but differs from the embodiment shown in FIG: 8 in that the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 21 is lit by a DC current. To ? 
be more specific, the discharge lamp shown in FIG. 21 comprises a cathode 2 K and an anode 2 A . ,. tJ ; , 

25 The hermetic vessel 1 , which is prepared from a cylinder having an inner diameter of 4 mm and a; length of 7 mm, , 
is in the shape of a bulb having an elliptical cross section. Sealing portions 1a each having a length of ,30 mm are 
mounted to the end portions of the hermetic vessel 1 ; The cathode 2 K consists of a tungsten rod containing thorium and k 
having a diameter of 0.4 mm and a length of 6 mm. The proximal end portion of the cathode 2 K is welded to one end of j 
a molybdenum foil 3 buried in the sealing portion 1a and having a width of 1 .5 mm, a length of 15 mm and^a .thickness i 

30 of 1 5 urn. On the other hand, the anode 2 A consists of a tungsten rod having a diameter of 0.8 mm and a length of 6 
mm. The proximal end portion of the anode 2 A is welded to one end of the molybdenum foil 3. Further, the outer lead 
wire 4, which consists of a conductive wire having a diameter of 0.5 mm and a length of 25 mm, is welded to the other 
end of the molybdenum foil 3. 

In preparing the metal halide discharge lamp of the construction described above, prepared first are a pair of seal- 

35 ing tubes for forming the sealing portions-1a on both end portions of the hermetic vessel 1 . Then, a connection assem- 
bly including the cathode 2 Kl the molybdenum foil 3 and the outer lead wire 4 is inserted into one of the sealing tubes, 
followed by fusing under heat the sealing tube using an oxygen-hydrogen burner and subsequently sealing the sealing 
tube with a pinch seal so as to seal the cathode 2 K to the hermetic vessel 1. Further, the first and second halides are 
sealed in the hermetic vessel 1 through the other sealing tube, followed by inserting a connection assembly including 

40 the anode 2 A , the molybdenum foil 3 and the outer lead wire 4 into the sealing tube so as to set the distance between 
the anode and the cathode at 4.2 mm. _ .. ; .. 1, ,. 

In the next step, these connection assemblies are mounted to an exhaust system through the sealing tubes so as 
to exhaust the hermetic vessel 1 , followed by introducing a xenon gas at a pressure of 2 atmospheres into the hermetic 
vessel 1. Then, the other sealing tube is fused by heating with-an oxygen-hydrogen burner while cooling the hermetic 

45 vessel 1, followed by sealing the anode 2 A to the hermetic vessel 1 with a pinch seal, thereby to prepare the metal hal- , 
ide discharge lamp shown in FIG. 21. 

The discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel 1 included the first and second halides given below: 

First halide... 0.17 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 0.83 mg of sodium iodide (Na I); , - 
so Second halide ... 0.4 mg of Znl 2 (sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp of the present invention); . . . ; 

.-... 0.2 mg of All 3 (sampleNo. 3 of the.discharge lamp of the present invention); and ; 
... 0.4 mg of Fel 2 (sample No. 4 of.the discharge lamp of the present invention). 

Also prepared was sample No. 1 of the conventional discharge lamp equal to the discharge lamps of the present 
55 invention except that 1 mg of mercury was sealed in the conventional discharge lamp in place of the second halide 
sealed in the discharge lamp of the present invention. "*.*■'. * . 

Sample No. 2 of the discharge lamp of the present invention and sample No. 1-of the conventional discharge lamp 
each having a rated lamp input power of 35W were lit with a lamp input power of 20W, 25W, 30W and 35W, so as to 
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measure the light emitting efficiency (Im/W), the color rendering properties (general color rendering index) Ra, and the 
color temperature (K) of the discharge lamps, with the results as shown in Table 31 : 


Table 31 


Sample No. 

Lamp input power 
(W) 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency (Im/W) 

Color rendering prop- 
erties (Ra) 

Color temperature 
. (K) 

1 (Prior Art) 

-20 


45 

4970 

< 

35 ^ 

80 

' 65 

4100 : 

2 (Present Invention) 

20 


64 

4400 


25 


66 

4310 


30 t . " 


69 

4240 


35 

75 

70 

4190 


FIG. 22 is a graph of chromaticity showing-the rising of the spectral characteristics of sample No. 2 of the metal hal- 
20 ide discharge lamp according to eighth embodiment of the present invention in comparison with sample No. 1 of the 
conventional discharge lamp. Curve G shown in FIG! 22 represents the rising of the spectral characteristics for the dis- 
charge lamp of the present invention, with curve H denoting the rising of the spectral characteristics for the conventional 
discharge lamp. As apparent from FIG." 22, the light emitted from the discharge lamp of the present invention falls within 
a range of white light immediately after the lighting. On the other hand, the light emitted from the conventional discharge 
25 lamp fails within a range of white light about 1 8 seconds after the lighting. 

1 Then, an intermittent lighting test was applied to eachrof the samples of the discharge lamps under the condition 
that each lamp was kept lit for 60 minutes at a lamp input power of 42W, which was 20% higher than the rated lamp 
input power, followed by putting out the lamps for 1 5 seconds in order to look into the rupture of the hermetic vessel. No 
rupture of the hermetic vessel was found in any of the tested samples 1,000 hours after the starting of the test. 
30 Further, the restarting voltage required for the hot starting 2 seconds after the putting out of the discharge lamp 
was measured, with the results as shown in Table 32: 


Table 32 


Sample No. 

1 (Prior Art) 

2 

3 

4 

Re-Starting Voltage (kV) 

12 

.5 

4 

4.3 


FIG. 23 is a graph showing the relationship between the rare gas sealing pressure (atmospheres) and the rising 
40 time of the light flux, covering the case where the rare gas sealing pressure was changed in the metal halide discharge 
lamp according to the eighth embodiment of the present invention shown in FIG. 21 . In the graph of FIG. 23, the xenon 
sealing pressure (atmospheres) is plotted on the abscissa, with the rising time (seconds) of the light flux being plotted 
on the ordinate. . : , ■ 

As seen from FIG, 23, the rising time of the light flux was rapidly shortened where the sealing pressure of the xenon 
45 gas exceeded one atmosphere, supporting that the discharge lamp of the present invention can be put to practical use. 
FIG. 24 is a graph showing the relationship between the sealing amount (mg/cc) of Znl 2 used as a second halide 
of the present invention and the lamp voltage (V), covering the case where the sealing amount of 2nl 2 was changed in 
the metal halide discharge lamp according to the eighth embodiment of the present invention shown in FIG. 21 . As seen 
from FIG. 24, a lamp voltage higher than 30V, which is required for lighting the discharge lamp using an electronic light- 
so ing circuit, can be obtained if the sealing amount of Zn^ exceeds 1 mg/cc. 

Embodiment 22: — . . 

FIG. 25 is a circuit diagram showing a lighting device of a metal halide discharge lamp according to a first embod- 
55 irrieht of the present invention. The circuit is constructed to permit the metal halide discharge lamp to be lit by a DC cur- 
rent. As seen from the drawing, the light device according to the first embodiment of the present invention comprises a 
DC power source 71, a chopper 72, a control means 73, a lamp current detecting means 74, a lamp voltage detecting 
means 75, a starting means 76. and a metal halide discharge lamp 77/ ' 
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. A battery or a rectified DC current source is . used .as the DC power source 71. In general, a battery is used as the 
DC power source 71 in the case where the metal haiide discharge lamp 77 is used jn a headlamp for. a vehicle. How- 
ever, it is also possible to use as the DC power source 71 a rectified DC power source which rectifies an AC current to 
obtain a DC current. Further, it is possible to connect, as required, an electrolytic capacitor 71a in parallel with the DC 

5 power source 71 for flattening the DC current. 

The chopper 72 serves to convert the DC voltage into a desired voltage and, at the same time, serves to control as 
desired the metal haiide discharge lamp 77. Where the DC power source 71 has a low voltage, a voltage-increasing 
chopper is used. By contraries, a voltage-decreasing chopper is used where the DC power source has a high voltage. 
The control means 73 serves to control the chopper 72. For example, the control means 73 permits a lamp current 

io at least three times as much as the rated lamp current to flow from the chopper 72 through the metal haiide discharge 
lamp 77 immediately after the lighting, followed by gradually decreasing the lamp current with time to reach the rated 
lamp current. " " ' : 

The lamp current detecting means 74, which is inserted in series to the discharge lamp 77, serves to detect the 
lamp current so as to supply a controlled lamp current to the control means 73. On the other hand, the lamp voltage 

15 detecting means 75, which is inserted in parallel with the discharge lamp 77, serves to apply a controlled lamp voltage 
to the control means 73. 7 

The control means 73, to which the detection signals of the lamp current and the lamp voltage are fed back, pro- 
duces a constant power control signal so as to control the chopper 72 at a constant power. It should be noted that a 
micro computer having a time : based control pattern incorporated. therein in advancers housed in the control means 73 

20 . so as to control the chopper 72 such that a lamp current at least three times as high as the. rated lamp current is allowed 
to flow through the metal haiide discharge lamp immediately after the lighting, followed by decreasing the lamp^current 
withtime. . * _ — . , -• - > - .-v. - : ■* — . 

The starting means 76 is constructed to permit a pulse voltage of 20 kV to be supplied to the metal haiide discharge 
lamp 77 at the starting time. - , v i « , 

25 According to the lighting device for the metal haiide discharge lamp of this embodiment, a desired light flux is gen- 
erated immediately after the lighting, though a DC current is used for the lighting.. As a result, the lighting device of the 
present invention can be used satisfactorily in a headlamp for a vehicle such as an automobile, which requires rising of 
the light flux in an amount of 25% and 80% of the rated value in 1 second and 4 seconds, respectively, after the turning- 
on of the power source. _ * ^ : 

30 It should be noted that a DC to AC converter is not required in the lighting device of this embodiment, making it pos- 
sible to achieve a cost reduction of about 30%. compared with the lighting device utilizing an AC power source. It is also 
possible to achieve the weight reduction by 1 5%, leading to a low manufacturing cost of the lighting circuit. 

Embodiment 23: 

35 , ■ - • - ~ - .-. • '"*"'"■/;"".■ 

FIG. 26 is a circuit diagram showing a lighting device ,of a metal haiide discharge lamp according to a second 
embodiment of the present invention. The reference numerals common with FIGS. 25 and 26 denote the same mem- 
bers of the circuit and, thus, reference thereto is omitted in the following description. It should be noted that the second 
embodiment shown in FIG. 26 differs from the first embodiment shown in FIG. 25 in that the metal haiide discharge 

40 lamp included in the lighting circuit otthe second embodiment is lit by an AC current. It.should be noted that the lighting 
. circuit of the second embodiment includes an AC converting means 78 consisting of a full bridge inverter. To be more 
specific, a pair of series circuits each consisting of a pair of switching, means 78a,:.78a are connected in parallel between 
the output terminals of the chopper 72 so as to form a bridge circuit. Also, an oscillation output of an oscillator 78b is 
alternately supplied to the two diagonally facing switching means included in the four switching means 78a so as to gen- 

45 erate a high frequency AC current between the output terminals of the bridge circuit. The metal haiide discharge lamp 
77 is lit by the high frequency AC current.thus generated., , , . z . t . 

Embodiment 24: : , , v ,r ' v . i ; 

so FIG. 27 schematically shows a headlamp for a vehicle as an illumination apparatus according to a third embodi- 
ment of the present invention. Also, FIG. 28 schematically shows the light distributor portion included in the headlamp 
shown in FIG. 27. The headlamp shown in FIGS. 27 and 28 comprises a lighting circuit 81 , a light distributor 82. a main 
optical fiber 83, a light shutter 84, an individual optical fiber 85, and an illuminator 86. 

The lighting circuit shown in FK3. 25 or 26 can be used as the lighting .circuit 81 . The light distributor 82 includes a 

55 case 82a. a light-collecting reflector 82b, a metal haiide discharge lamp 82c. and an optical connector 82d. The light 
emitted from the metal haiide discharge lamp 82c is distributed from the portion of trie optical connector 82d to the main 
optical fiber 83. The light distributed from the light distributor 82 is transmitted by the main optical fiber 83 into the light 
shutter 84. The light shutter 84 serves to selectively transmit the light to eaph lamp 86 via the individual optical fiber 85. 
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Further, the illuminator 86 consists of a set of a high beam illuminator 86a. a low beam illuminator 86b and a fog illumi- 
nator 86c. Two illuminators 86 of the particular construction are mounted to both sides on the front portion of a vehicle 
such as an automobile. - 

Embodiment 25: 

Prepared was a metal halide discharge lamp adapted for use in Embodiment 24 described above. The discharge 
lamp thus prepared was substantially equal'in construction to the discharge lamp shown in FIG: 8, except that the dis- 
charge lamp in this embodiment was designed to have a rated lamp power of 80W. Also, the distance between the two 
electrodes was set at 2 mm in order to improve the light collecting efficiency. Further, the discharge medium sealed in 
the hermetic vessel was as follows: 

First halide ... 0.3 mg of scandium iodide (Scl 3 ) and 1.5 mg of sodium iodide (Nal); 
Second halide (for sample No. 2) ... 1 mg of Znl 2 , 1 mg of All 3 , and 1 mg of Mnl 2 ; 
Second halide (for sample No. 3) ... 2 mg of Znl 2 , 1 mg of Gal 3 , and 1 mg of Crl 2 ; 
Rare gas ... 5 atmospheres of xenon gas. 

Also prepared was a conventional metal halide discharge lamp substantially equal to the discharge lamp of the 
present invention except that 15 mg of mercury was sealed in the hermetic vessel in place of the second halide sealed 
in the discharge lamp of the present invention. 

Each of the discharge lamps of the present invention and the conventional discharge lamp thus prepared was lit at 
a rated input power of 80Wfor evaluation of the lamp voltage (V), light emitting efficiency (Im/W), color rendering prop- 
erties (general color rendering index) Ra and the color temperature (K), with the results as shown in Table 33: 


Table 33 


Sample No. 

Lamp voltage (V) 

Light emitting effi- 
ciency 

Color rendering 
properties (Ra) 

Color temperature (K) 

1 (Prior Art) 

. 63 

94 Im/W 

63 

4020 

2 

58 

88 Im/W 

68 

3920 

3 

62 

89 Im/W. 

, 69 

4110 


As apparent from Table 33, the discharge lamp of the present invention produces characteristics substantially equal 
to those of the conventional discharge lamp having mercury sealed therein. It should also be noted that, in the system 
of Embodiment 24, the necessity for changing the input power for the dimming purpose is increased. In this respect, it 
is highly useful that the dimming can be achieved. « * 

Embodiment 26: 

FIG. 29 is a cross sectional view showing a down light as an illumination apparatus according to a fourth embodi- 
ment of the present invention. As shown in the drawing, the down light comprises a metal halide discharge lamp 91 and 
a down light body 92 including a base body 92a, a socket 92b and a reflecting plate 92c. The base body 92a is buried 
in a ceiling and, thus, provided with a ceiling abutting edge H e" at the lower end. The socket 92b is mounted to the base 
body 92a. Further, the reflecting plate 92c is supported by the base body 92a and is positioned to surround the metal 
halide discharge lamp 91 such that the center of the light emission from the discharge lamp 91 is positioned in substan- 
tially the central portion of the reflecting plate 92c: * . 

Claims 

1 . A metal halide discharge lamp which essentially permits disusing mercury, characterized by comprising: 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel (1 . 41 , 51 , 61); 1 

a pair of electrodes (2, 52, 62, 41a. 41c, 2 K . 2 A ) fixed to said hermetic vessel; and 

a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide, a second halide and a rare gas, 
said first halide being a halide of a metal which achieves a desired light emission, said second halide having a 
relatively high vapor pressure, being at least one halide of a metal which is unlikely to emit a visible light com- 
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■r pared with the metal of the first halide, and acting as a buffer gas. .. . t - * 

. , . . , . - . • ... . r . ... . ;> . ^ .... . , . ■ „ v ~ • > 

2. A metal halide discharge lamp which essentially permits disusing mercury, characterized by comprising: , 

5 a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel (1, 41 ,51,61); 

a pair of electrodes (2, 52, 62, 41a, 41c, 2 K , 2 A ) fixed to said hermetic vessel; and 

a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide,. a second halide and a rare gas, 
said first halide being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting, of sodium, scandium, 
^ and a rare earth.metal, and said second halide having a relatively high vapor pressure and being a halide of at 
io least one metal which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of the.first halide. 

3. The metal halide discharge lamp according to claim 1 or 2, characterized in that said discharge medium contains 
a halide of cesium. . , - , - 

is 4. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any of claims 1 to 3, characterized by further comprising: 
an outer tube (21 , 49, 54) housing a light- emitting tube; and 

heat insulating means (5b, 53, 41 f) for suppressing loss of heat.generated from the light-emitting tube. 

20 5. A metal halide discharge lamp which essentially permits disusing mercury and which is lit by a DC current, charac- 
terized by comprising: . , > - v w . : v 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel (1); : . ~ , 

an anode (2 A ) and a cathode (2k) fixed to said hermetic vessel; and 
25 a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide. a second halide and a rare gas, ., 

said first halide being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of sodium, scandium, 
and a rare earth metal, and said second halide having a relatively high vapor pressure and being a halide of at 
least one metal which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of thd first halide. 

30 6. A metal halide discharge lamp which essentially permits disusing mercury and which is used in a headlamp having ,. ; 
a rated power of at most 100 W,~characterized by comprising: 

a refractory and transparent hermetic vessel (1 , 51 , 6i ); ~ : 
a pair of electrodes (2, 52, 62, 2 K , 2~ A ) fixed to said hermetic vessel; and 
35 a discharge medium sealed in the hermetic vessel and containing a first halide, a second halide and a rare gas, 

^said first halide being a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of sodium and scan- 
dium, and said second halide haying a relatively high vapor pressure and being a halide of at least one metal 
which is unlikely to emit a visible light compared with the metal of the first halide. 

40 7. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 1 to 6. characterized in that said second halide is 
a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting of magnesium, iron, cobalt, chromium, zinc, nickel, 
manganese, aluminum, antimony, beryllium, rhenium, galliqm, titanium, zirconium, and hafnium, 

8. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 1 to 7, characterized in that said second halide is 
45 a halide of at least one metal selected from the group consisting.of iron, zinc, manganese, aluminum, and gallium. 

9. . The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 1 to 8, characterized in that said secpnc) halide is 

sealed in an amount of 0.05 to 200 mg/cc of the inner volume of said hermetic vessel, , , . .. . t . 

so 10. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 1 to 6, characterized in that said second halide is 
sealed in an amount of 1 to 200 mg/cc of the inner volume of said hermetic vessel. 

11. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 1 to 10, characterized in that said rare gas is 
sealed in a pressure of at least one atmosphere. * . 

12. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of ciaims 1 to 10, characterized in that said rare gas is 
* sealed in a pressure of 1 to 15 atmospheres. . r ,v v r ' . 
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1 3. The metal halide discharge lamp according to claim 6. 1 0 or 12, characterized in that said vessel has an inner diam- 
eter of 3 to 10 mm and an outer diameter of 5 to 13 mm in the largest diameter portion. 

14. The metal halide discharge lamp according to claim 6. 10. 12or 13. characterized in that the distance between the 
5 pair of electrodes mounted within said Hermetic vessel is 1 to 6 mm. 

15. The metal halide discharge lamp according to claim 6. 10. 12. 13 or 14. characterized in that said lamp is con- 
structed to be lit by a DC current. 

10 16. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 6. 10 and 12 to 15. characterized in that said dis- 
charge medium contains a halide of cesium. 

17. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 6. 10 and 12 to 16. characterized by further com- 
prising an outer tube (21. 54) having said hermetic vessel housed therein and having the inner space held vacuum. 

18. The metal halide discharge lamp according to any one of claims 6. 10 and 12 to 1 7, characterized by further com- 
prising ultraviolet l.ght removing means (7) for removing an ultraviolet light from the light led to the outside. 

19. A lighting device for a metal halide discharge lamp, characterized by comprising: 

a metal halide discharge lamp (5. 5\ 77, 91) defined in any one of claims 6, 10 and 12 to 18- and 
a hghtmg circuit (71 . 72. 73. 74, 75. 76. 78) constructed to supply current in an amount at least three times as 
much as a rated lamp current immediately after lighting of said metal halide discharge lamp, followed by 
decreasing the current with time. . 

20. Ah illumination apparatus, characterized by comprising: 
an illumination apparatus body (6. 92); and 

a metal halide discharge lamp (5. 91) defined in any one of claims 1 to 18 and supported by said illumination 
apparatus body. 
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